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On active duty with the U.S. 
Army, Navy, and Air Force are 
37 Missouri Synod chaplains; 378 
nilitary contact pastors also co- 
yperate in the ministry to service 
aeople. 
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Darrel Bridges and his parents 


eA four-year-old victim oF below aske his father: 


“Will 9 Be Old Enough to Go to Heaven? 


By WILLARD H. STARK 


My story begins on July 10, 1955. 
That day, in Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Enid, Okla., I baptized little 
Darrel Bridges in the name of the 
Triune God. His father also entered 
into the holy covenant with God in 
Baptism that day, and the mother was 
confirmed. 

The story really begins earlier. 
Several months before, a family in our 
congregation had visited the Bridges 
and invited them to take the course of 
instructions in the fundamentals of 
the Christian faith. 

How differently this story might have 
ended, had it not been for the mis- 
sionary spirit of the members who were 
concerned about the spiritual welfare 
of Darrel’s family! 

Darrel was very much like other 
children. On his third birthday in 
March 1956 he enrolled in Redeemer 
Sunday School. Shortly — thereafter, 
April 16, he was hospitalized after 
fainting spells and violent vomiting. 

Doctors and nurses checked and 
watched Darrel carefully. Something 
seemed to be seriously wrong. Then, 
like lightning, came the diagnosis one 
morning: leukemia. 

That afternoon Darrel greeted me 
much as any child would. Soon, as if 
by premonition, he said, “Pastor Stark, 
Jesus is going to reach down from the 
sky and take me to His sun porch.” 

During the next 16 months Darrel 
was in and out of the hospital. At 
times he felt very good. During his last 


summer on earth he attended Sunday 
school, Bible school, and church. 

There were times, however, when 
because of the many sores on his body, 
Darrel often stood through much of the 
service or lay on his father’s lap. 

In 16 months he spent 204 days in 
the hospital and received 70 blood 
transfusions. 

Each transfusion was dreaded, for 
it often took hours to find a vein. One 
transfusion attempt required eight 
hours. He was covered with pricks 
from his hands to his shoulders. 

Finally one nurse was able to place 
the needle with amazing accuracy. 


After the previous experience, she gave - 


the remaining transfusions. No wonder 
she was Darrel’s favorite nurse! 

On one visit I was informed that 
Darrel was to have a baby brother or 
sister. When Darrel was told, he asked, 


“Daddy, will I be old enough to go to— 


heaven then?” 

“Darrel, you’re old enough now,” his 
father replied. 

Eagerly Darrel waited for his little 
brother or sister; he especially wanted 
to see the baby baptized. 

Just as the sun rose on September 
16, 1957, the angels carried Darrel’s 
soul to heaven. 

Only during the last month of his 
short life did he endure severe pain. 

At his funeral on September 18 the 
children of the congregation sang 
“Jesus Loves Me, This I Know.” 

(Continued on page 23) 
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i News of the Church in the World 
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Second H.S. Association 
For New York Area 


Eighty lay representatives and pastors 
of Missouri Synod congregations in 
Queens and Brooklyn boroughs met re- 
cently to discuss the official organiza- 
tion of a second Lutheran High School 
Association in the New York Area. 

Mrs. Clarence Johnson, a.member 
of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Glen- 
dale, and Vincent Buscemi of St. Mark’s 
Church, Brooklyn, are two practicing 
attorneys who examined a resolution 
to be presented for adoption by the 37 
congregations in Brooklyn and Queens 
boroughs. Mrs. Johnson is legal ad- 
viser of the organizational committee. 

The Witness, Jan. 14, p. 3, carried 
the picture of a similar meeting of Lu- 
therans from 18 churches in Nassau 
and Suffolk counties of Long Island. 


Attorneys Johnson and Buscemi 


Lutheran Elected to 
Canadian Parliament 


-Oscar W. Weichel, affiliated with 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Elmira, 
Ontario, was elected a member of the 
Progressive Conservative Party to the 
Parliament of Canada. 

“Mike,” as he is popularly known, 
is a veteran of World War I, an am- 
putee, and the holder of a D. C. Medal. 

Postmaster in his town for 38 years 
and in recent years an inspector of area 
post offices, he is also elder of the 
St. Paul’s church council. 

“Mr. Weichel’s leadership in veter- 
ans’ and athletic associations and in 
the development of healthful commu- 
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nity sports and cultural activities, as 
well as his membership in the Happy 
Cousins Concert Company, caused him 
to be known in all parts of Ontario,” re- 
ports his pastor, Rev. F. Malinsky. 
“Locally, his popularity was attested to 
by the huge majority of votes for his 
Progressive Conservative Party.” 

eMikes vorotner.s Haris. “Letty” 
Weichel is widely known throughout 
the Lutheran Laymen’s League. 


Columbia University 
Honors Layman 


Dr. Rudolf Hauch, a trustee and 
elder of Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Orange, N. J., received the Henry Hurd 
Rusby Award from the Columbia Uni- 
versity Alumni Association for his work 
in the field of pharmacy. 

Last year Dr. Hauch was a member 
of the committee that revised the cur- 
riculum of the university’s College of 
Pharmacy. The New York Legislature 
adopted the proposed curriculum as 
the standard for all colleges of pharm- 
acy in that state. 

He earned his Master’s degree at 
Columbia and his Doctor’s degree at 
the Polytechnical Institute of Brooklyn. 

Now connected with the Knoll Phar- 
maceutical Company of Orange, he 
supervises its program of research, de- 
velopment, and production. 

Besides holding several congrega- 
tional offices, he has served as a dele- 
gate to District and synodical con- 
ventions. 


NCC Views Sunday 


Closing Regulations 


The Asch Bill (rejected in Albany, 
85 to 61) would have enabled New 
York City to enact a measure exempt- 
ing from the penalties of the Sunday 
closing regulations those who kept their 
business closed on a different holy day. 

“Several matters must be more gen- 
erally clarified and agreed upon before 
our cities and states will be ready to 
legislate intelligently,” said the Depart- 
ment of Religious Liberty of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches in March. 

Suggested as being “at least worthy 
of consideration” are the following: 

“It is not the business of the state, 
or of government in general, to enforce 
either a day of rest or a day — or hours 
—of worship. It is the business of the 
community to provide for rest and wor- 
ship for those who desire it — all have 
a right to both — and to protect them 
in the exercise of their rights. 

“A democracy can not permanently 
consign any group to second-class citi- 
zenship, and can not therefore prefer 
Sunday worshippers to Sabbatarians, 
Jewish or Christian. 

“To protect a day of rest does not 
involve church-state relationships to any 
great extent; to protect a day of wor- 
ship, leaving the choice to the worship- 
per, is to promote religious liberty; to 
penalize one who prefers to worship 
on the seventh day instead of the first 
day is an infringement of religious 
liberty.” 


WITHIN VIEW OF CAPE CANAVERAL, FLA., Air Force missile test center 


and launching site of American satellites, this seventh annual Easter sunrise service 
was conducted by Trinity Lutheran Church of Cocoa. Rev. Milton E. Stohs 
preached to 950 worshipers. LLL member Edward Otto was chairman for the 
service. Trinity, organized in 1952, sponsored two new missions at Melbourne and 
Titusville, two other gateways to the test center. 
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News of the Church in the World 


Public School Named 
After Lutheran Pastor 


A new public school in Newman, 
Calif., has been called Von Renner 
Elementary School. 

Dwight Howie, a fourth-grader and 
not a member of Newman’s St. James 
Lutheran Church, where Rev. Herman 
J. von Renner, 72, served as pastor for 
33 years, submitted the winning name 
in a contest held for naming the school. 

The reasons Dwight listed included 
the pastor’s services to school and chil- 
dren and his work as chairman and 
clerk at various times and as member 
of the school board; chairman of the 
youth program for the town’s Exchange 
Club; member of the county school 
committee for district reorganization 
and both city and county recreation 
committees. 

Although listed as retired, Pastor von 
Renner is now helping St. John’s Con- 
gregation in Bakersfield, while Pastor 
Richard J. Jagels is recovering from 
a prolonged illness. 

Pastor von Renner graduated from 
the Springfield seminary in 1908. His 
only son, Rev. Bertwin J., is pastor at 
Fallon, Lovelock, and Winnemocca, 
Nev. 


Missouri Community 
Gets Portals of Prayer 


W. A. Gemeinhardt of Matthews, 
Mo., purchases Portals of Prayer for 
two churches. He also sends 600 copies 
of each issue to the postmaster at 


vf 


BETHLEHEM CHURCH, EDMONTON, ALTA., Canada, witnessed, March 16, 


Matthews for distribution to rural box 
holders in the community. 

Everyone in Mr. Gemeinhardt’s com- 
munity receives the devotional booklet. 

Walther Leaguers at Linn, Kans., 
place Portals of Prayer in motels at 
Washington, Kans. 

Cornelius, Oreg., Walther Leaguers 
put 100 copies in nearby nursing homes. 


Organ Dedicated at 
Service of Song 


The new Allen electronic organ in 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Riverside, 
Calif., was dedicated March 23. 

“Instead of the usual concert-type 
dedication service, at which a guest 
organist is invited to play,” commented 
the pastor, Rev. William Graumann, we 
“had a service in which the participa- 
tion of the congregation was stressed. 
Our purpose was to demonstrate to the 
congregation how the organ assists us 
in our worship.” 

After the pastor had explained how 
various types of hymns should be sung 
and showed how the organ helps the 
congregation in praising God through 
song, the congregation sang the hymns. 

“We believe that this way of dedicat- 
ing our organ,” the pastor continued, 
““. . was quite helpful to our people in 
understanding and appreciating the 
place of the organ in worship.” 

The regular organists, Mrs. William 
Graumann and Milton J. Pingel, were 
at the console. 

The choir sang an anthem. The 
pastor performed the dedicatory rite. 


[V 


the Baptism of 19 children, aged one to 10. Sunday school teachers (shown in 
picture with children) visited pupils’ homes and encouraged parents of unbaptized 


children to bring them for the Sacrament. 


“The year-round planned visitation 


program has a wholesome influence on the entire congregation,” writes Rev. Wal- 


ter F. Schoepp, pastor. 
4 
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Lochner Appointed to 
UN Survey Group 


Louis P. Lochner, a member of the 
LUTHERAN WITNESS Editorial Board 
and Pulitzer prize-winning foreign cor- 
respondent, has been appointed a mem- 
ber of a six-man, six-nation committee 
to survey the operations of the United 
Nations Department of Public Infor- 
mation. 

On April 16 the committee started 
on its two-month inspection tour of 
United Nations Information Centers on 
five continents. 

Dr. and Mrs. Lochner reside in Fair 
Haven, N. J. 


Iowa Pastor Dies 
Of Gas Poisoning 


The death of 41-year-old Rev. Hillis 
Franklin Hall puzzled authorities. 
There was evidence of a struggle near 
the garage of the Immanuel Church 
parsonage near Rockwell City, Iowa. 

His body was found under his car 
at 8 A.M. Sunday, April 13, by his 
wife, Ruth. 

Because his head showed a wound, 
and his hat, glasses, and shotgun were 
lying on the gravel outside the garage, 
authorities believed there had been a 
considerable struggle, perhaps with 
prowlers attempting to siphon gasoline 
from his auto. 

A few weeks before his death he had 
scared off prowlers. 

A hose in the garage smelled strongly 
of gas. A jug near the car contained 
gasoline. The cap was off the car tank. 

The coroner’s jury, on the basis of 
the autopsy, stated that the pastor died 
about midnight, apparently of carbon 
monoxide gas poisoning. 


Litigation over Merger 
May Cost $1,000,000 


Dismissing a suit brought against the 
merger of two Protestant bodies into 
the new United Church of Christ, Fed- 
eral Judge Archie O. Dawson of New 
York admonished both sides for bring- 
ing a religious dispute into the civil 
courts and ordering the issue brought 
to trial. 

He lamented as “unfortunate” that 
ministers and laymen could not use 
“more Christian charity and under- 
standing” to adjust their differences and 
use for the promotion of Christianity 
the costs for expensive litigation, which 
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so far has run to about $500,000 and 
4 may reach $1,000,000. 

Last June the First Congregational 
i churches of Burlington, Iowa; Pontiac, 
) Mich.; and Wauwatosa, Wis.; and the 
) Mayfair Congregational church of To- 
| ledo, Ohio, filed the case in the Federal 
District Court of New York, asking the 
} court to declare null and void most 
) provisions of the merger plan between 
the Congregational General Council 
jand the Evangelical and Reformed 
1 Church. 

The plaintiffs claimed that the Gen- 
j eral Council of the two bodies which 
} merged last June did not have the au- 
thority to effect the merger, and that 
j member churches were fully inde- 
i pendent. 

Merger of the two bodies had been 
delayed by litigation started in 1950 
‘by the Cadman Memorial church of 
Brooklyn, contesting the right of the 
| Congregational General Council to 
effect the merger. The Committee for 
the Continuation of Congregational 
Christian Churches supported the 
Brooklyn church. 

In 1954 the New York State Court 
of Appeals denied a rehearing of its 
decision upholding the merger and 
thereby terminated the long litigation. 

Also opposed to the merger are 31 
churches which have withdrawn from 
| the Congregational Christian Churches’ 
Eastern Indiana Association. 

Leader of the defecting churches, 
| Rev. Hubert Clevenger of Winchester, 
Ind., said they opposed the merger, but 
would not join the anti-merger Na- 
tional Association of Congregational 
| Churches, because it is “too liberal.” 

The Eastern Indiana Association’s 
moderator said the 31 congregations 
withdrew because of their “extreme 
fundamentalism.” 


Briefly Told 


_ Instead of New Hats. Women of the 
Federated Church in suburban Bloom- 
field, Conn., decided to forgo new Eas- 
ter bonnets and to contribute their hat 
money to the church. 


Deaconess Dies. Mother Maria Wolff, 
104, believed to be the oldest deaconess 
in the world, died at the Lutheran 
deaconess training center, Neuendet- 
telsau, Germany, where in 1871 she 
had begun her career. Besides working 
in hospitals and parish centers, she es- 
tablished in 1906 a training school for 
kindergarten nurses, which she headed 
until 1921. 
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News of the Church in the World 


Paralytic Instructed. A Methodist 
matron tuned in “This Is the Life” for 
residents in a Seguin, Tex., rest home. 
A 78-year-old woman, paralyzed by 
a stroke, directed a letter to Synod’s 
TV office. Through telemission Rev. 
Andrew Simcak, Jr., called on the para- 
lytic. As he now instructs her in the 
Christian religion, other patients and 
the matron also listen. 


Bequest for Bibles. Interest from the 
investment of the $20,000 grant estab- 
lished in the will of Mrs. Charlotte 
Pruesse will be used to supply Bibles 
for all confirmands— children and 
adults — and new members at Saint 
John’s Lutheran Church, Racine, Wis., 
and to help needy members financially. 
Any surplus will go to the Church Ex- 
tension Fund. 


To Reduce Deficit. Although Christ 
Church, Cincinnati, Ohio, is engaged 
in a building program, the congrega- 
tion voted to remit over and above its 
fair share for 1957 $143 — one dollar 
per communicant—to help reduce 
Synod’s deficit. “What would happen 
if the 5,000-plus congregations of 
Synod would do this?” asks Central 
District News. 


Retired? Rev. J. Franklin Yount, pas- 
tor emeritus of Concordia Church, 
Akron, Ohio, the English District Edi- 
tion of the WITNEss reports, last year 
preached 54 times, taught Bible class 
38 times, performed 25 ministerial acts, 
served at two dozen Communion serv- 
ices, and made more than a thousand 
calls — despite two months’ incapacita- 
tion because of a heart ailment. 


All-Star. Philip Barth, 17, on the 
Central High School basketball team 
in Omaha, was named to the all-inter- 
city, all-state tournament, and all-Ne- 
braska high school all-star teams for 
1958. Teamed with four Negro play- 
ers, Phil said: “I am sure that partici- 
pating in sports helped me to under- 
stand better the members of other 
races.” His father, Rev. Walter Barth, 
is Executive Secretary of the Northern 
Nebraska District. 


Safety. Gustav Adolph Zeile of De- 
troit received the Annual Auto Safety 
Award from the American Bakeries 
Company, March 26. During 28 years 
he has operated a motor vehicle for the 
American Bakeries without a charge- 
able accident. In all kinds of Michigan 
weather he parks his vehicle about 40 
times a day. He has received $2,000 in 
safety awards. A member of Atone- 
ment Church in Detroit, he is the 
brother of Dr. Andrew Zeile, former 
President of the Michigan District. 


Traveler. “Strictly unofficial,” com- 
mented Dr. John P. Hagen, chief of 
the Navy’s Vanguard project, concern- 
ing the attachment of a St. Christopher 
(patron of travelers) medal to the suc- 
cessfully launched _ satellite-carrying 
rocket. “Blatantly superstitious” and 
a “caricature of Christian faith,” said 
Dr. Charles D. Kean, Episcopal rector 
in Washington. A request to wire the 
medal to the base of a gyroscope pack- 
age in the Vanguard’s second stage was 
made on the form required for any 
change in the Vanguard’s design. It 
was signed by a Martin Company en- 
gineer who is a Catholic. 


WITHOUT A PASTOR SINCE DECEMBER, St. John’s Congregation, Ord, 
Nebr., at Easter received eight adults and one junior into membership. Rev. Ken- 
neth W. Ernstmeyer has served as vacancy pastor in both Ord and Burwell in 
addition to his own parish at Scotia. 


Back row, l.—r.: Vernon van Slyke, George Nass, Dean Bresley, Don Hoffman. Front row: Mrs. Van 
Slyke, Mrs. Nass, Mrs. Bresley, Margaret Apking (junior catechumen), Mrs. Hoffman, and the con- 
gregation’s president, Henry L. Lange. 
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How a 

Japanese physician 
was saved 

from 

atomic bombs 

and Buddhism 
SEIVCLUS Us 54s 


By InNo A. JANSSEN, Jr., Executive Secretary, The English District 


When Gen Niwayama was studying 
in Japan, he put himself through med- 
ical school in Niigata by working every 
night doing arbeito. 

The Japanese have taken over the 
German word for “work” and _ nar- 
rowed it down until today arbeito in 
Japan means work performed by a 
student to support himself at school. 

In Niigata, Synod’s Missionary 
Victor Zwintscher offered Niwayama- 
san (the epithet san is used in respect- 
ful address) a position as interpreter. 
The salary would equal his earnings in 
other arbeito, but the hours at the 
mission would be shorter. 

“I do not want to be paid for my 
service to Christ,” replied Gen. 

He kept his night arbeito. Every 
Sunday he interpreted for Missionary 
Zwintscher. The medico brought his 
obento, Japanese lunch, and then pro- 
ceeded directly to the medical school 
laboratory to catch up on his work. 

These facts about Dr. Gen, as we 
call him affectionately, were supplied 
by a former missionary in Japan, Prof. 
William J. Danker. 
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The Author Meets the Physician 


Engaged full time in the service of 
Synod’s English District, I am in the 
traveling ministry with headquarters in 
Detroit. Two years ago a pastor’s wife 
asked me on a Saturday to preach the 
next day for her husband. I agreed. 

After that service, a Japanese phy- 
sician, doing research at Sinai Hospital, 
Detroit, briefly addressed Jehovah Lu- 
theran Congregation. 


“Dear Friends in Jesus Christ,” be- 
gan Dr. Gen Niwayama. His message, 
telling how he became acquainted with 
our church’s mission in Japan, illus- 
trates to us today Luther’s familiar 
words on sanctification. 

The Holy Spirit—in a manner far 
beyond human _ understanding — calls, 
gathers, enlightens, sanctifies, and keeps 
the believers in true faith. 


His native city had been considered 
the target for the atomic bombs which 
obliterated much of Nagasaki during 
World War II. Because thick clouds 
covered Niigata City while the B-29 
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with atomic fury 


in her bomb-bay 
cruised overhead, the B-29 on that fate- 


ful day turned to Nagasaki. Three 
years later Synod sent its first mission- 
ary to Japan. ; 

Today one of the members of Niigata 
mission encourages us in our support of 
missions in the Orient. Of him we can 
well say, “He was saved to serve.” 


Here is a Christian physician who 
holds the degrees of Doctor of Philoso- 
phy in pathology, from Tohoku Uni- 
versity, Sendai City, and Doctor of 
Medicine, from Niigata School of 
Medicine. He, a Buddhist, came to a 
missionary’s Bible class in Japan with a 
strange motive — to learn English. 

Faith in the Son of God and Savior 
of the world came to him by “hearing, 
and hearing by the Word of God.” 


“When and where did you become a 
Christian?” I asked Dr. Niwayama in 
an interview for the WITNEss. 

“On October 28, 1952, I was bap- 
tized by Pastor Zwintscher in Niigata 
Lutheran Church,” the doctor replied, 
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- Tasaka, 


Question: How were you directed to 
the Lutheran mission? 


Answer: As an applicant for a Ful- 
bright scholarship to do research in the 
United States, I had to improve my 
English. 

Mrs. Tasaka was a teacher for our 
English Conversation Club in the Medi- 
cal School of Niigata University. 

Although she belongs to the United 
Lutheran Church, she was also a volun- 
tary interpreter to Pastor Zwintscher. 


Q: What led you to join the group of 
Lutheran Christians in Niigata who are 
affiliated with our Synod? 


A: God’s Holy Spirit. I could see 
what a real Christian was through: my 
contact with the Christian families of 
Pastor Zwintscher and Mr. and Mrs. 
Tasaka. The Holy Spirit used these 
families to influence me. 


Q: In what manner? 


A: Even in winter we did not have 
a place to conduct Sunday school ex- 
cept on the street. The weather was 
cold. Pastor Zwintscher gave me a 
heavy winter coat. I wore it until I 
came to the United States. My personal 
appreciation for the gift of the coat 
was tremendous. The clothing was sent 
through Synod’s Board of World Relief. 

Each Christmas since he gave me the 
coat, the mission in Japan has given 
clothing and money from our offerings 
to the poor people in Shirone, a town 
near Niigata. 

Some of the young Christian girls in 
Shirone repaired American presents of 
clothing and from them made garments 
to wear to our Lutheran services. 

The money also helped. A Japanese 
Sunday school leaflet costs only two 
yen (one dollar is 360 yen currently). 
One cent buys approximately two 
leaflets for young Japanese souls. 


Q: Did your Buddhist family object 
to your accepting Christianity? 


A: My family gave no objection. 

I hope and pray that all members of 
my family will become Christians. 

_My father died in Japan after I 
came to America. © 

When I began working with Mrs. 
she was translating Pastor 
Zwintscher’s Bible-class outline into 
Japanese. At the time my eldest brother, 
who is a Buddhist, helped me mime- 
ograph copies for the Bible class. 


Q: Believing that you have been 
“saved to serve,” what do you plan to 
do in the future? 


A: At the present time I do this: 


(1) pray for all Christians in Japan; 


(2) send money to help Synod’s mission 
in my homeland; and (3) explain the 
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Japanese situation to Christians in 
America whenever occasion arises. 

If I return to Japan, I should like 
to serve as interpreter to Pastor Zwint- 
scher, as I have served before, and 
also serve as superintendent in the 
Sunday school in Niigata, as I also 
served before I came to America. 


Q: Do you find it difficult to live 
the life of a Christian in Japan because 
of family loyalties to other religions? 


A: If a person is the first son in a 
Buddhist family, he takes all the re- 
sponsibilities of family problems, in- 
cluding the Buddhist ceremonies. 

If he follows the Christian faith and 
life, he has to refuse all Buddhist cere- 
monials, and this means to disrespect 
ancestors in all ways for others who are 
non-Christians. 

Japan still practices the arrangement 
of “match marriages” by parents and 
by their friends, who are usually teach- 
ers and superiors. 

If the Christian is a young girl, es- 
pecially if she is the only child in the 
Buddhist family, the parents complain 
very much to the daughter, because it 
may be indeed hard to find a young 
man willing to become her husband 
and the family’s adopted son by taking 
the name of her family and carrying 
on the family line with the family name 
of the girl. 


Q: What occasioned your coming to 
America? 


A: At the time when I passed an 
English examination given by the Ful- 
bright Commission, I was given a travel 
grant and appointed to do medical re- 
search in the United States. 


Q: Will you return to Japan? 


A: I think so, but I am still young 
and immature, especially from the aca- 
demic point of view. I shall need a 
little more training. My future is not 
well decided. 


Q: How can our fellow members in 
America assist Lutherans in Japan? 


A: 1) Send nice missionaries, espe- 
cially those with heart-warming person- 
alities like Pastor Zwintscher, so that 
many Japanese can be led by the Spirit 
to know the Savior. 

2) Pray. 

3) Send mission funds. Because of 
economic conditions in the Orient, 
young Japanese Christians have very 
limited financial ability, although the 
youths certainly try to do their best. 

4) Send materials like maps and 
Jesus stories for Sunday school pupils. 

5) Be patient in waiting to see the 
fruitful results of the Japan mission. 
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Physician Travels with Author 


My close association with the doctor 
has been interrupted because he has 
been transferred to Children’s Hospital 
in Buffalo. 

Listening to him explain how he 
came into the church brought back 
memories of the day when my class- 
mate Victor Zwintscher and I were 
given our first calls from the St. Louis 
seminary. Victor was assigned to serve 
his Lord in Japan; New York City was 
my assignment. 

During the intervening years, Victor 
has preached the Word of power to 
the Japanese. In his association with 
Dr. Niwayama I see the Spirit’s work. 

While the doctor was in Detroit, | 
traveled many thousands of miles in 
presenting a dual service arrangement. 

Though he often apologized for not 
speaking English as fluently as he 
should like, in the past two years | re- 
member seeing thousands of fellow Lu- 
therans virtually sitting on the edge of 
their seats and hearing Dr. Niwayama 
say: “We have different eyes, we have 
different food, we have different cus- 
toms, we have different languages, but 
we have the same Word of God,” and 
he holds high his Bible. 

His positive message pleads for 
patience and greater participation in 
the Japanese mission, where work, he 
feels, is slow because of the unusual 
religious background of the Orient. 


Missionary’s Testimonial 


Professor Danker, now at the Saint 
Louis seminary, gave the following 
testimonial: 

“We are happy that so faithful and 
sincere a Christian brother as Dr. Ni- 
wayama is introduced to our fellow 
Christians. 

“In competition with many others, 
young Dr. Niwayama was awarded the 
fellowship which enables him to study 
in America. In our country he takes 
time from his busy research program to 
lecture for our Japan mission. 

“Though he would be perfectly en- 
titled to use for himself the honoraria 
received for his lecture services, he 
sends these funds to Japan for the 
spread of the Word among his fellow 
men. 

“Young Dr. Niwayama is a credit to 
Japan and to the Japan Lutheran 
Church. We are proud to call him a 
brother in Christ.” 

The coming to faith of Dr. Ni- 
wayama shows the church the impor- 
tance of opening hearts and hands to 
assist the missionaries in Japan and in 
every other mission field. 

On May 24 he will be married to a 
Japanese girl whom he met in the U.S. 
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A CAMPUS PASTOR 


takes you behind the scenes of 


Credit Courses in Religion 


CREDIT COURSES IN RELIGION, offered 
by an academic institution and taught 
by instructors accredited to its faculty, 
give credit toward academic degrees 
granted by that institution. 

In many colleges and universities 
credit courses in religion have become 
sO numerous and enrolled so many 
students that departments of religion 
have been established. Functioning 
like any other academic department, 
they occupy the same level in the curri- 
cular structure of the institution. 


Purpose of Courses 


A Missouri Synod campus pastor 
and a lecturer in the religion depart- 
ment of Michigan State University, 
I should like to take you behind the 
scenes of a credit course in religion. 

The course I teach—one of 20 
listed by the religion department — is 
called “Introduction to Religion.” The 
catalog describes it as “epistemological, 
doctrinal, and ethical principles of 
Christian religion from Protestant 
points of view.” Similar courses are 
taught from Roman Catholic and Jew- 
ish viewpoints. 

The purpose of all courses offered 
by the department is not to make con- 
verts to a particular denomination, but 
to give instruction in religion as an 
academic discipline. 

“The department of religion endeay- 
ors to teach about religion as it mani- 
fests itself in the culture of which we 
are a part and in the forms in which 
the student meets religion in his daily 
life,” the head of the department stated 
in the MSU Reporter, November 1957. 

“No brief is held for any of these 
forms,” he added, “‘and the teaching is 
not of religion but about religion. The 
attitude of the department is sympa- 
thetic to religion, and it is to be hoped 
that increased comprehension will 
come from the study of the subjects 
with which courses deal.” 

The department is not engaged in 
“propagation of a faith,” he explained, 
“or, for that matter, in the creation of 
a synthetic, eclectic form of belief. Its 
work must be done in an atmosphere of 
objectivity and independence.” 

Instructors are not expected to divest 
themselves of their personal beliefs and 
religious convictions. On the first day 
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of classes, I identify myself as a Lu- 
theran pastor and state that my Lu- 
theran Christian faith is bound to in- 
fluence my presentation of the subject. 
I also stress that I am in the class- 
room as a teacher rather than a clergy- 
man and that I purpose to teach the 
fundamentals of the Christian faith. 
Such statements are in accord with de- 
partmental policy and help establish 
good rapport between the instructor 
and the students, mostly non-Lutherans. 
The course outline for the fall term 
of the current school year had 10 ma- 
jor headings: Knowledge of God, The 
Christian God, Man, The Atonement, 
Incarnation, Trinity, Holy Spirit, The 
Church, The Sacraments, Eschatology. 
A student who participates in the 
class discussions and reads the assign- 
ments comes to grips with the chief 
doctrines of the Christian faith. 


Indicated Results 


The quality of a student’s perform- 
ance is measured academically in much 
the same way as work done in other 
courses: by the quality of preparation 
of daily assignments, by quizzes, term 
papers, and examinations. 

Results in terms of commitment to 
the Christian faith and of spiritual 
growth in faith cannot be determined. 
Nevertheless some indication of what 
students get out of the course in addi- 
tion to academic credit may be seen 
from comments made by students en- 
rolled for the fall quarter. 


A senior student with no religious 
affiliation gave as her reason for regis- 
tering: “I need to learn more about 
religion; I had a very haphazard reli- 
gious education and am about to marry 
a young doctor who is interested in 
religion.” 

At the end of the term this student 
wrote: “This course has helped me ac- 
complish what I wanted. Perhaps it 
just made me receptive and interested 
in looking for God, but I have during 
the past three months experienced a 
wonderful thing, and I have a very 
strong faith in God and salvation now.” 


A junior student in medical technol- 
ogy said she was taking the course be- 
cause “honestly, I need the two credits.” 
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She added, almost as an afterthought, 
“and I know very little about religion.” 

Here is her evaluation of the course: 
“I wish you could grade ‘religious IQ’ 
and improvement because I have im- 
proved 98%. I feel I have been greatly 
helped. I notice it more every Sunday 
morning — church means more and 
more to me. I want to thank you — 
I very much mean it — and I hope to 
take another course and keep on learn- 
ing. I just can’t imagine how or why 
I never had a religion . . . because it 
is so much of life.” 


A junior student preparing for the 
ministry said that he hoped to get “clar- 
ification of some of the ideals and 
principles of Christianity.” 

On the final day of the class he said 
this of Religion 101: “Thanks for an 
interesting and challenging course. 
I am more firmly a Presbyterian be- 
cause of it. (A rather dubious honor 
to credit to a Lutheran minister!)” 

This left-handed compliment indi- 
cates that a primary aim in teaching 
credit courses in religion was achieved 
— objectivity. Without that, the integ- 
rity of religion as a subject of academic 
inquiry is jeopardized. 


A Lutheran girl said: “I registered 
for this class because I am interested 
in the different religions of the world. 
I decided that before I try to under-- 
stand other people’s beliefs I should 
understand my own religion fully.” 

At the conclusion of the term this 
student wrote: “I enjoyed the class very 
much, and I got a lot out of it. Even 
though I had confirmation instruction, 
I still had to study. But I am glad of. 
it because I took the class to learn 
something — and I have!” 

One factor about these courses is not 
too evident from the outline or from 
the students’ comments: The ultimate 
authority for all that is said and done 
in the classroom is the revealed Word 
of God. 

Because there are few sessions in 
which His Word is not specifically cited 
and discussed and because God has 
promised that His Word shall not re- 
turn to Him void, we can be confident 
that through credit courses in religion 
at secular institutions of higher learn- 
ing, souls will be won for Christ. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


WHERE 


DID 


HE 


GOP 


A S we ponder the story of our Lord’s 
ascension, we know not whether to 
marvel more over the spectacular event 
or over the strange behavior of the dis- 
ciples after Jesus had vanished from 
their sight. 

Normally the separation of dear 
friends causes sadness. “When here our 
pathways part, we suffer bitter pain.” 
Although the disciples knew that they 
would see Jesus no more, they experi- 
enced no sharp pangs of sorrow and 
gloom. Instead, “they returned to Jeru- 
salem with great joy.” 


Things Had Changed 


Shortly before His departure, pos- 
sibly on Easter evening, the risen Lord 
told them: “These are the words which 
I spoke unto you while I was yet with 
you.” Things had changed since His 
death on Calvary. His daily association 
with them ended. 

With His resurrection a new mode 
of existence began. He is now in the 
state of exaltation, in which He always 
and fully uses the divine majesty com- 
municated to His human nature. 

His redemptive work was complete. 
His triumphant “It is finished” gave 
emphatic notice that an everlasting rec- 
onciliation between God and man had 
been perfected. Now nothing necessi- 
tated His visible sojourn upon earth. 


Disciples Still Dazed 


Yet on that first Easter the disciples 
were not ready to be thrown on their 
own resources. Slowness of heart to 
believe the Savior’s predictions was 
almost disastrous. Christ’s intimate 
friends were still dazed by the blow 
_ they had suffered on Good Friday, and 
the first reports of His resurrection left 
them baffled. Idle tales! 

Satan was shaking the disciples in 
his sieve to separate them from their 
faith, to plunge them into despair and 
eternal ruin. 

The Master, keenly aware of their 
plight, visited His followers. He made 
five appearances to them on Easter and 
five or more thereafter. Why? To re- 
kindle their flickering faith and to make 
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them His messengers. These men were 
to preach repentance and the remission 
of sins to the ends of the earth. 

What a joy for the disciples when 
He suddenly stepped into their midst, 
showed His wounded hands and feet 
and side, ate and drank before them, 
and gave many other infallible proofs 
of His resurrection! Every visit con- 
tributed to the strength and uplift of 
His followers. 


One Final Proof 


For them the ascension also had 
a special significance. Christ Himself 
was already in His new mode of exist- 
ence, but the disciples needed one final, 
convincing proof that He was indeed 
the Son of God and that He was re- 
turning to the Father who had sent 
Him. He would leave in the minds of 
His loved ones no doubts concerning 
His destination. 

The risen Lord therefore led the 
disciples from Jerusalem to Bethany. 
Near Olivet’s crest He stopped. Re- 
peating the Great Commission pro- 
nounced in Galilee, He raised His hand 
in blessing. He wanted the group to 
know that He had forgiven them, even 
though He had just rebuked them for 
their unbelief. He was parting from 
them as a friend. 

Did He then turn away? Did He 
disappear as He vanished at Emmaus 
when Cleophas and His friends recog- 
nized their Guest? No. Christ began 
to rise before their eyes. Maijestically, 
with arms outstretched in blessing, He 
rose higher and higher until a cloud hid 
Him from their sight. 

After the cloud, what? Where did 
He go? Still higher? To more distant 
ethereal regions? No. His purpose was 
accomplished, His deity confirmed, His 
promise to be with the disciples under- 
girded. Now His visible presence sud- 
denly ceased. As He had suddenly ap- 
peared to them, so He now disappeared. 


With His Loved Ones 


He ascended far above all heavens 
that He might fill all things. He is 
everywhere. He fills heaven and earth 
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“Ascension of Christ,” Copley 


and is with His loved ones always, even 
to the end of the world. He is at their 
side with His grace and favor, in the 
Word and in the Sacrament. 

Is it surprising that the disciples re- 
turned to Jerusalem with fervent joy? 
Sadness no longer finds a place in their 
hearts. Daily they gather to praise and 
bless God for His unspeakable grace. 

Ten days later the truth becomes 
more firmly established in their minds; 
the Master’s promise of the Holy Spirit 
is fulfilled. Eagerly they witness to 
their faith. The Savior’s followers can- 
not refrain from speaking what they 
have heard and seen. The Lord works 
with them, confirming the Word with 
signs. 

Do we sometimes wish the Lord 
would appear to us, show His concern 
for us, and strengthen our faltering 
faith? Do we think His visible appear- 
ance would make us stronger Christians 
and more courageous witnesses? 

Drop this wish and concentrate on 
the Word, particularly the “glory story” 
that began on Easter morning and ex- 
tended to His triumphant ascension 
from Mount Olivet. 

Accepting the divine record in child- 
like faith, we will feel like eyewitnesses 
of His majesty. The eye of faith will 
see. 

If we dwell continually in God’s 
temple, feeding our souls on His Word 
and Sacrament, praising and blessing 
Him for His grace and goodness, our 
needs will be well supplied. 

Our Savior will come to us; our 
hearts will rejoice, and no one will take 
our joy from us. He will be with us 
always, upholding us with His power, 
protecting us against our foes, and will 
finally lead us to glory. 


A Lamp in the Chamber 


A Christian home provides 
lighting for the neighborhood 


A Christian home has more rooms than the areas 
set apart by partitions. The neighborhood, the town, 
the city are chambers of the house; their unchurched 
occupants are members of the household. 

Not a few of the chambers are dark. The Gospel 
light does not shine there; the love and truth and beauty 
of the Savior has no outlet. In this gloom some of our 
fellow redeemed, strangers to the Redeemer’s love, 
have lived for years, perhaps decades. 

God wants us to be home missionaries, to carry light 
into the dark chambers of the neighborhood. The Gospel 
we bring can make a new pathway for some lost and 
weary soul; it can guide stumbling feet into the way of 
salvation. To bewildered and hopeless wanderers the 
light of our lamp can give courage and peace. 

If we cannot be stars in the sky, we can be lamps 
in the chamber. 


Synod’s “Predictability” — Unchanged! 


A weekly news magazine features 
“The New Lutheran” and the 
“rock-bound Missouri Synod” 


“The predictability of the Missouri Synod position 
has gone down considerably,” a Missouri Synod Lutheran 
was reported as saying (Time, April 7, 1958). His 
reasons? In Synod there is a “growing restlessness with 
the literal attitude toward the Bible,” and the clergy 
“are reading all sorts of things and finding the authors 
don’t have horns.” 

Perhaps the speaker was quoted out of context. 
Possibly the boil-down of his comments threw a dis- 
proportionate accent on what he said in full. Never- 
theless the Missouri Synod and its clergy have been 
exposed to public view from an angle which distorted 
the picture. 

Synod’s pastors, it is true, are reading “all sorts of 
things” in the theological field. But this pursuit of 
learning did not commence in the space age. Pastors 
of the Missouri Synod have always kept abreast of 
theological developments, reading with a critical eye, 
evaluating in the light of Scripture recurring criticisms 
in order to explain and defend Synod’s position on the 
written Word. After all, the claims that the Old Testa- 
ment contains myth and that the New Testament pre- 
sents merely a historic expression of what Christians 
at that time believed, are not new theories. 

Despite awareness of the current theological debate, 
our pastors maintain their confidence in the inspired 
Word of God. They teach this Word in private and 
in public. From this Word they bring to the living rooms, 
sickrooms, and kitchens of their parishioners divine 
guidance, comfort, hope, and incentive for living. Min- 
istering to people who suffer from arthritis and cancer, 
emotional and mental stress, soul guilt and dejection, 
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WITNESS 


pastors know they cannot help sustain the Christian faith 
in the dying bodies of men except it be through the 
contents of the Book — that Book which is verbally 
inspired by the same Spirit who makes Christian pastors 
overseers of their flocks. 

Missouri Synod clergymen are restless because they 
have only limited time for the ministry of the Word, 
not because they cannot decide between a literal and 
a nonliteral attitude toward the Bible or between a horned 
and a hornless author. 

This is not to say that the ministers of the Missouri 
Synod have no faults. Like their members, our pastors 
are still sinners: some few may cling to their convictions 
with an uncommendable smugness which disdains to read 
“all sorts of things”; some few may momentarily lose 
their bearing in the wilderness of doubt; some few — 
have mercy on them, Lord of the Cross! — may despair 
of the faith they preach and become castaways. Every 
member of Synod’s clergy daily needs divine forgiveness, 
the omnipotent Spirit’s resources to overcome tempta- 
tions peculiar to the holy ministry, and the intercessions 
of the laity. 

All in all, the pastors of the Missouri Synod have 
dedicated themselves to the service of the Lord Jesus 
and to the soul-care of His people. Because the Cross 
and the written Word of our Lord are central in our 
clergy’s thinking, Synod’s predictability has been, is now, 
and, by the grace of God, will be based on this crit- 
terion: What do the inspired Scriptures say? 


The Protecting Arm 


Could a mother’s religious beliefs 
rob a child of the chance to live? 


Custody of a child at the tender age of seven months 
is almost invariably given the mother, said New York 
State Supreme Court Justice Isadore Bookstein. How- 
ever, he awarded the baby to its father, Mario Battaglia, 
37, a former jockey, now a barber in Latham, N. Y. 

Battaglia and his wife were married in the Presby- 
terian faith, in which the baby was baptized. When 
the wife and mother became a Jehovah’s Witness last 
fall, the marriage ruptured. 

“What would happen if our son should need a blood 
transfusion?” the husband asked his Jehovah Witness 
wife. 

The transfusion could not be performed because 
Jehovah’s Witnesses believe one must die “in order to 
be saved,” the mother was quoted as saying in court. 

Unmoved by the parents’ religious preferences 
brought out in the case, the justice denied the mother’s 
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) petition for custody on the court’s primary concern in 
} all custody conflicts: the best interests of the child. 


“The child has a right to survival and a chance to 


j live, and the court has a duty to extend its protecting 


arm to the child,” declared the judge. “If medical 
science requires a blood transfusion to preserve the 


} child’s life, the child should not be deprived of life 
} because the mother’s persuasion opposes blood trans- 
} fusions.” 


Although not condemning all medical practice, Je- 


} hovah’s Witnesses would risk death rather than accept 
} a blood transfusion. Basing their refusal on Lev. 17:10 
} and Acts 15:20, they “see no difference between being 
) fed blood through the mouth or nose or intravenously.” 


While the mother enjoys her American constitutional 


| right to freedom of religion, “she has not the right to 
} impose on an innocent child the hazards flowing from 


her own religious convictions,” stated the justice. 
Christian mothers will give every drop of their own 
lifeblood if it would save their child’s life. These mothers 
are grateful for the New Testament assurance: “Where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” — freedom from 
the shackles of Old Testament ceremonial regulations. 


Loose 


Iowa Congregation Buys Farm 


To help the pastor send his two sons to Concordia 
College, Milwaukee, an lowa congregation of 262 com- 
municants in its annual meeting purchased a farm, which 
they will work jointly to give the pastor assistance. 

“The members feel they will have a part in helping 
to put boys into the ministry,” the pastor writes. “Others 
besides my own sons will perhaps also receive assistance 
in this manner.” — Concordia College Camera, Mil- 
waukee. 


Walt and the “Witness” 


The other day Walter Lane made a remarkable dis- 
covery. He saw three numbers of the LUTHERAN WIT- 
NEss lying on the coffee table. Having nothing better to 
do at the moment, he picked up a copy. He opened and 
read. “This is good,” he mused. (You could hear him 
muse.) He read the number straight through and started 
on the second copy. 

Can’t you imagine Malvina calling Walt to dinner 
and Walt being so engrossed in his reading of the Lu- 


-THERAN WITNESS that he never heard his spouse call! 


This part is imagination. Walt had, however, made the 
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It's Easy to Find Fault 


And so to screen 
personal failings 


The chairman of the stewardship committee pre- 
sented his report, giving facts and figures, motivation 
and methods, reasons and recommendations. Imme- 
diately several members of the voters’ assembly found 
fault. This was wrong, that was not right, something 
else was unsatisfactory. The secretary recorded a three- 
word summary of the discussion: “No action taken.” 

It’s easy to find fault. Innate sinfulness makes it an 
effortless task to point out the mistakes others make. 
Finding fault with others tends to exalt the faultfinder 
and to screen his own shortcomings. 

Pointing out faults, however, accomplishes nothing. 
Faults need to be dealt with by God-pleasing attitudes 
and actions. Here is a good rule to follow: I will find 
fault only if I have a positive suggestion to correct the 
mistake or if I have a better plan to offer. 

The church could do far more for Christ and the 
world if individual members would go beyond faultfinding 
and make constructive suggestions for a program of 
missions, Christian education, and the stewardship of 
people and financial resources. Too often the work 
of the church comes to a halt because some individual 
or group sees only the faults of well-planned recom- 
mendations and proposals. 

Our Lord preaches the Law to condemn; He also 
preaches the Gospel to save. His followers do more 
than find fault; they contribute ideas for carrying out 
God’s will. 


Leaves 


great discovery that the LUTHERAN WITNEsS gives food 
for the mind and soul. In short, Walt says, “It’s good!” 
Have you discovered the LUTHERAN WITNESS? The 
congregation voted to send the WITNEss on a “blanket 
subscription basis” to the member families of St. Mat- 
thew’s. — St. Matthew’s Messenger, Rochester, N. Y. 


Too Late 


Why is it some people are always a few minutes late? 
They are late for work, late for the meeting, late for 
church. They seem to be in as much of a hurry as any- 
body else, and if they could only set themselves forward 
ten minutes, they would be right the rest of their lives. 

A little boy who ran for the bus just as it pulled 
away was greeted with the cry: “You didn’t run quite 
hard enough.” 

“Oh, yes, I did,” he said, “I ran as hard as I could, 
but I didn’t start soon enough.” 

That is the reason many will fail to get into the king- 
dom of God. They will run fast enough and try hard 
enough, but they will start too late. “Seek ye the Lord 
while He may be found. Call ye upon Him while He 
is near.” — Northern Illinois Messenger 
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disourt Synad upline in 1957 Sapied 
more than a thousand children of parents 
living on military camps and bases. 


“A number of us, with our families, are stationed in Spain,” wrote a servi 
to Synod’s Armed Services Commission. “We very much appreciate receiving 
monthly Loyalty, with the sermon, order of worship, and the other literature. How 
what are we going to do about Sunday school and confirmation instruction for 
children, since we Ho not BONS access to a eypodica! pao oo 


to initiate a program of spiritual ministry for U.S. military personnel and their ae 
Rev. Bernard L. Danner overseas and for civilians now residing abroad. oe 


So far, names and addresses of 1,426 adults and 1,697 children have ee, 
to the Commission. There are many more, since 54% of U.S. military personnel 
married, and about half are stationed abroad. So that servicemen and their 
at home and overseas may have the Word and the Sacraments, congregations are 


to report names and addresses of such personnel to the Comision at 2833 
N. W., Washington 9, D.C. 


The first civilian pastor to minister among fellow members stationed in 
is Rev. wont L Pens fonmer Air Force chaplain. — es 


include referring sie addresses to the nearest chaplain or ee contac Pp 
mailing monthly literature, ministering to patients in Veterans Administration 
pitals, and maintaining service and pensh centers in the Uz S. ec Overseas. ne 


Man-to-man counseling is an important part of 
the chaplain’s work. 


“Here in the Far East your literature gives me 
that extra confidence when I’m tempted by 
sinful pleasures,’ a serviceman writes to the 
Commission. To service people the Commis- 
sion mails each month these materials from 
the church: Loyalty — Christ and Country, 
Directory for Service People, appropriate 
tracts. Double-Time is sent quarterly. 


“Home Away from Home’ in one of the 41 
U.S. or overseas service and parish centers su- 
pervised by the Lutheran Service Commission. 


To conduct divine services, Navy chaplains frequently transfer by ~“Forgotten men and women” in VA hospitals are 

_ high line (as this picture shows)—or helicopter—from ship to ship. visited by nine full-time and 14 part-time chap- 

: lains, three full-time and 109 volunteer hospital 

pastors of Synod. These patients also receive 
literature from the Commission. 


Assistant Executive Secretary 
Armed Services Commission 
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“owe thank Thee, O Lord, that de- 
spite the wickedness of evil 
men and the weakness of good men, 
the Kingdom makes steady advance,” 
says an ancient prayer. 

This realistic and honest petition is 
still valid and probably always will be, 
for the glory of God lies in the con- 
tinuing advance of the Kingdom, some- 
times because, sometimes in spite of 
men. 


The advance comes in strange and 
mysterious ways: from a casual con- 
versation with a stranger, from a re- 
ligious tract left lying on the seat of a 
streetcar, from the witness of a Chris- 
tian’s courage and love. It even comes 
when men are actually busy in other 
matters, like the accidental but happy 
by-product of a scientist’s research. 


The Lutheran Service Commission 
has established 41 centers around our 
world where servicemen — any and all 
servicemen — may find a home away 
from home in their leisure time. 


The emphasis is on fellowship and 
sociability in Christian surroundings. 
Even these are avenues for the work of 
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the Holy Spirit. A smile and a cheerful 
remark by a staff member, a conversa- 
tion over a cup of coffee, Christian 
literature lying on a table — all of them 
have the persistent undertone of the 
crucified Christ’s knocking on the door 
of a human heart. 

Not always is the door opened, and 
not always is it given to men to see 
the results. Like icebergs, the real bulk 
of the matter is submerged under the 
surface. But occasionally — often 
enough to encourage and spur Chris- 
tians on — the end is seen as a happy 
by-product of simple Christian love and 
concern. 


Last June, Service Pastor Milford C. 
Brelje “added to the Kingdom such as 
should be saved” — eight souls (WIT- 
NESs, September 10, page 4). They 
came, somehow or other, to Tachikawa 
in Japan from the four corners of the 
world, from differing national and 
racial backgrounds, with what motives 
or reasons only God knows. 


God did know, and so they came and 
were welcomed and were touched and 
were won for the Kingdom. Six of 
them from the kingdom of Satan to 
faith and Baptism; two by the tilling of 
a fallow baptismal soil through con- 
firmation. By so much — because of 
men? — in spite of men? — by so much 
the Kingdom advanced. 

Note how round about and devious 
was the route that Robert M. Shaffer, 
a junior at Concordia Seminary in 
Springfield, Ill., traveled. He tells the 
story himself: 

“A chaplain provided my first con- 
tact with the Lutheran Church when 
he gave me the Small Catechism, pro- 


vided by the Service Commission to be 
distributed to the men at Lowry Air 
Force Base, Colo. We did not have 
time to discuss it before I was trans- 
ferred to Fairbanks, Alaska. 

“The day I arrived in Fairbanks I 
went to the Lutheran church, where I 
met the pastor, several members of the 
congregation, and the  service-center 
hostess. They told me about the pro- 
gram of the church and center and in- 
vited me to come to the services and 
fellowship hours: 

“I attended the services and visited 
the center often. After a few weeks the 
pastor and I discussed Baptism, and 
then I joined a special confirmation 
class. On December 21, 1952, I was 
baptized and confirmed. 


“The service center provided us a 
fine place to get acquainted with the 
members of the congregation. The 
people I met there meant a great deal 
to me. Their understanding help and 
friendship, their Christian witness, and 
the prayer and guidance of our pastor 
helped to keep all of us close to our 
church. The fellowship there is difficult 
to describe, but wonderful to experi- 
ence. 

“When I was transferred from Fair- 
banks to Charleston, S. C., I visited the 
Lutheran service center in Charleston. 

“When the Air Force released me 
from active duty, I talked to Rev. 
Ernest A. Eggers of Akron, Ohio, about 
entering the ministry. He helped me 
apply for admission to the Springfield 
seminary, where I am now a student.” 


Let us work while it is day, for the 


night cometh. . But always, O 
Lord, we thank Thee . . . that the King- 
dom makes steady advance. 


At Tachikawa, Japan, Mrs. O. H. Theiss (in light suit) is 


Fellowship at the Lutheran Center on Okinawa 
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hostess at Lutheran Service Center 
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Deaf Congregation Pledges $10,000 
for New Church 


Repayments and interest on a five- 

or six-figure debt over a generation 

j handicaps a congregation, especially 
when its members are deaf. 

To ease the burden for the members 
of Pilgrim Lutheran Church for the 
Deaf in Los Angeles, Synod’s Board of 
Missions to the Deaf asked the con- 
gregation to show ability to finance and 
pay within three years’ time for the 
church the members proposed to build. 
} Ima final drive for funds, more than 
} 150 members and friends of Pilgrim 
‘Inet recently to review the need for the 
new church and to pledge their financial 
support. 

Promising to pay within the three- 
year span, these deaf people pledged 
$10,000 — over and above what they 
are already giving. As initial payments 
on the pledges, $965 in cash was 
brought to the meeting. 


District conventions for 1958 have 
egun. By the time these lines reach 
ur readers, four of our 34 Districts 
ill have held conventions: Argentina, 
exas, Southern California, and Flor- 
a-Georgia. During the next months 
29 more Districts will convene. The 
razil District will meet in January 


Originally Synod had no_ Districts; 
was numerically small. However, 
then God blessed it with wonderful 
wth, division into Districts became 
essary. For a number of years 
10d carried on its work through four 
icts: Eastern, Central, Northern, 


graphically the largest, the West- 
istrict extended as far south as the 
f Mexico, and as far west as the 


ut! Bo America: he ‘Buz 
congregations in many 
ense country; and the 

_ which serves also 
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The amount subscribed will enable 
the congregation to help pay off the 
$100,000 of the building costs. Esti- 
mates for the entire plant range from 
$130,000 to $135,000. 

With a central location accessible to 
all the deaf of Greater Los Angeles, 
the proposed church will seat 300; the 
parish hall, 240. The plant will include 
Sunday school rooms, offices, lounge, 
kitchen, and parking area. 

Perry Stephenson, chairman of Pil- 
grim, was master of ceremonies at the 
meeting. 

Speeches in the sign language were 
given by Fred Degner, treasurer; Mrs. 
Evelyn Tibbetts, chairman of the guild 
society, and Mrs. Fannie Degner of the 
ladies’ aid. 

Each stressed the congregation’s 
growth, the need for more room to 


“see” the sermons and services; Sun- 


Districts Not Autonomous 


Synod meets in convention trien- 
nially. During the intervening years the 
Districts meet. These Districts are not 
autonomous, but through them Synod 
carries on its work. This is true not 
only of the 15 subsidized Districts but 
also of the 19 which are self-sustaining. 
At their conventions, Districts devote 
most of their time to the work done 
within their boundaries, such as the 
work of missions, parish education, 
church extension, stewardship, youth 
work, college and university work, pub- 
lic relations, student recruitment, and 
so forth. 

Each District convention is attended 
by the President of Synod or one of 
the Vice-Presidents. When too many 
conventions crowd into one week — as 
this year during the last week in June 
and the third week in August — the 
President appoints other representa- 
tives. 

According to our synodical Hand- 
book, Synod’s representative delivers 
the opening sermon and reports on the 
work of Synod both at home and 
abroad. He is given this opportunity 
at various times for a total of two or 


three hours. Of course, it is impossible 
to give an exhaustive report on all 
phases of our ever-expanding work. 
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Chairman Perry Stephenson 


day school quarters; and facilities to 
accommodate the well-rounded pro- 
gram for the younger deaf. 

The speakers also emphasized the 
need of adequate office space for coun- 
seling in the many problems of the 
deaf, brought to the pastors, Revs. 
Arnold T. Jonas and William H. Lange. 


Every Delegate a Reporter 


Pastors, teachers, and laymen attend 
these conventions. Every voting congre- 
gation is represented by its pastor and 
a layman. Other pastors and_ the 
teachers are advisory members. 

Since most of the congregations are 
voting members of Synod, they have 
two men to disseminate the information 
among fellow congregational members. 

To enable all the delegates to re- 
member better what the church at large 
is doing, we are again distributing to 
every delegate a pamphlet entitled 
Know Your Synod’s Work. In it we 
have compiled brief reports of all the 
synodical departments. 

Now we would request and en- 
courage pastors and lay delegates to 
report to all members of the home con- 
gregation. 1 would request and urge 
these delegates to speak not merely to 
the voting members, but to the entire 
congregation, including the men’s club, 
the ladies’ aid or the LWML, the Sun- 
day school teachers, the Walther 
League, and other groups. 

Let us strive to inform all mem- 
bers, young and old. Then we can ex- 
pect them to become interested in, and 
excited about, the marvelous assign- 
ment and the glorious privilege which 
Christ has given us, 
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in God’s 


rophets 


Obedience or Sacrifice? 


: Samuel 15:22: “Behold, to obey is 
_ better than sacrifice.” 


Which is more important, obeying 
God or bringing Him a gift? King Saul 
once thought that a gift or sacrifice was 
better. God had told him to destroy the 
Amalekites and all that they had. But 
Saul did not obey. 

He spared their king and their choic- 
est animals. He offered the excuse that 
the animals were to be used for the 
sacrifice. God told him his sense of 
values was wrong. Obedience has pri- 
ority over sacrifice. 

Which do we consider more essen- 
tial, obeying God or pleasing Him with 
an offering? God has made it clear that 
He wants us to obey Him. That is why 
He gave the test of obedience to the 
first Adam. That is why He gave His 
people the Ten Commandments with 
their demands for obedience. That is 
why He sent His prophets to rebuke the 
people for their lack of obedience. 

But what about sacrifice? Did God 
not command this too? There are peo- 
ple who claim that according to the 

_ prophetic view, God did not command 
sacrifice. The prophets spoke sharply 
against Israel’s sacrifices, it is true. But 
what they had in mind was sacrifice 
without obedience. They condemned 
sacrifices because they fell short of 
-God’s requirements. 

' Actually He requires both obedience 
and sacrifice. As children of the first 
Adam we are not capable of bringing 
either one. That is why God provided 
us with both in the second Adam. Jesus 
lived as an obedient Servant in our 

_ Stead. He died as a perfect Sacrifice for 
our sins. 

If we accept Christ as our Sacrifice, 
“our obedience will also be acceptable 
: sight. But without Christ’s 

sacrifice our obedience cannot please 

- God, no matter how commendable it 

may be. On the other hand, even 

_ Christ’s sacrifice will avail us nothing if 
our lives do not. reflect, the obedience 
_ God wants. 

May our Savior’s sacrifice for us 
"move us to obey Him willingly. May 
our lives, devoted to God and to one 
another, be a sweet-smelling savor to 

the Lord. May our obedience and sac- 

| rifice thus be blended to the glory of 


: God. ALFRED: VON ROHR SAUER 
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The Confession of Sins 


Some Protestants fault Lutherans for 
having the confession of sins in the 
first part of the liturgy. They insist that 
we apply bad psychology in so doing 
and thereby get off to a sad and nega- 
tive start. 

We counter by saying that we thereby 
cleanse ourselves before we attend the 
sumptuous banquet which the Lord 
spreads before us in the service of 
worship, just as we “wash up” before 
we sit down to enjoy a good meal. 

We take our cue also from a famous 
second-century Christian writing, The 
Teaching of the Twelve Apostles, which 
says: “In the congregation confess your 
sins and do not go into your prayer 
with an evil conscience. . . . On the 
Lord’s Day ye shall come together, 
break bread and give thanks, after you 
have, because of your intentions to 
attend the Sacrament, confessed your 
sins.” 

Two Versions 


There are two versions of the con- 
fession of sins and the absolution in 
The Lutheran Hymnal. The one on 
page 6 might be called the prayer for 
grace and the declaration of grace. 
The one on page 16 is a confession and 
an absolution in the stricter sense of the 
term. 

Both the declaration of grace and 
the absolution are acts of forgiving 
sins. Two forms give not only more 
variety, but also a broader and deeper 
insight into all that is involved. Note, 
for example, that the declaration of 
grace on page 6, which begins with 
the words “Almighty God, our heavenly 
Father, hath had mercy upon us. . .” 
contains God’s whole plan of salvation: 
“hath given His only Son to die for 
us .. . forgiveth us all our sins... . He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved.” 

Fewer Pauses 


The prayer for grace, which precedes, 
is likewise impressive. However, mak- 
ing too many pauses deprives the 
prayer of its continuity and flow and 
renders its full meaning unintelligible. 
Permit us to use a slanting line to sug- 
gest where breath may be taken with- 
out breaking up this beautiful prayer 
in a hackneyed manner: 
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O most merciful God, / who hastt 
given Thine only-begotten Son to? 
die for us, / have mercy uponi 
us, / and for His sake grant us re-- 
mission of all our sins; | and by Thy? 
Holy Spirit increase in us true knowl. - 
edge of Thee and of Thy will and1 
true obedience to Thy Word, / to the? 
end that by Thy grace we may come? 
to everlasting life; / through Jesus\ 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


For the confession of sins on page 16) 
may we suggest the following: 

O almighty God, merciful Father, | 
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess‘ 
unto Thee all my sins and iniquities ' 
with which I have ever offended' 
Thee / and justly deserved Thy ' 
temporal and eternal punishment. | 

But I am heartily sorry for them and ' 
sincerely repent of them, / and' 
I pray Thee of Thy _ boundless ' 
mercy / and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death 
of Thy beloved Son Jesus Christ, / 
to be gracious and merciful to me, 

a poor, sinful being. 


Pastoral Function 


The declaration of grace and the ab- 
solution are addressed to the congrega- 
tion by the pastor. 

In the absence of a pastor the per- 
son appointed may say: “Upon this 
your confession, I, an appointed servant 
of the Word,” since he has been ap- 
pointed by the congregation and 
through the pastor to take charge. 

Instructions for guiding worshipers 
in the conduct of the service are called’ 
“rubrics.” This liturgical term, derived 
from a Latin word which means red, 
is used because, in the service books — 
of the church, the instructions for the 
conduct of services of worship are 
printed in red. 

The general rubrics are found on 
page four of The Lutheran Hymnal. 
Some are also printed within the frame- 
work of the various liturgies. These in- 
structions should be studied and ob- 
served conscientiously, since the church 
has adopted them for the sake of the 
decency and order required of us by 
the Holy Scriptures. 1 Cor. 14:40, 


WALTER E. Buszin 
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Whats the 


ANSWER? | 


@ Baptism — when sacramental? 


@ “Catholic Bible’ — the original Bible? 


@ Ministerial gratuities — acceptable? 


@ Christian funeral services — for whom? 


Question: If, as the Bible 
teaches, we must have both 
= the Water and the Word for 

a valid Baptism, what did John the 
Baptist mean when he stated that 
} Jesus would baptize “with the Holy 
| Ghost and with fire’? (Matt. 3:11) 


Answer: Three major types of bap- 
i tism are named in the New Testament. 
Normally the term denotes the blessed 
Sacrament by which we are born again 
Jand made God’s children. That bap- 
tism is referred to as “the washing of 
water by the Word” (Eph. 5:26), “the 
washing of regeneration and renewing 
of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5), or 
simply “being born of water and of the 
Spirit.” (John 3:5) 

Jesus also speaks of a baptism of 
suffering (Matt. 20:22, 23; Mark 
10:38, 39; Luke 12:50). There is no 
relation between this baptism and the 
Sacrament. Jesus is referring to His 
Passion, which was about to commence. 

Thirdly, Jesus mentioned the bap- 
tism with the Holy Ghost (Acts 1:5), 
which likewise has no reference to the 
Sacrament, but points to the outpour- 
ing of the gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
which occurred on and after the festi- 
val of Pentecost (Acts 2:4; Acts 10: 
44-46; 11:15). This is what John 


had in mind in the text you quote. 
Catholic Bible is the original 

be Bible and that the King 
James Version is the same Bible with 
the first three books omitted? 


Answer: The Bible in its original 
Greek and Hebrew languages was in 
existence long before the appearance 
of the official Roman Catholic Bible, 
the Latin version, prepared by Jerome 
late in the fourth century after Christ 
and called the Vulgate. 

The King James Version, authorized 
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Question: Is it true that the 


by King James I of England and com- 
pleted A.D. 1611, was not a translation 
of the Vulgate, but a new translation 
“out of the original tongues and with 
the former translations diligently com- 
pared and revised.” 

The Vulgate did not omit Genesis, 
Exodus, and Leviticus. The difference 
between these two versions, aside from 
the translation itself, is that the Roman 
Catholic Bible contains a number of 
apocryphal books, which even the an- 
cient Jewish church refused to include 
in the sacred canon of its Scriptures. 
Martin Luther included the Apocrypha 
in his German Bible, but only as books 
that are good and beneficial to read, 
not as authoritative. They were also 
retained in English translations up to 


the 19th century. 

theran Church’s view on pay- 
~| ments to ministers for Bap- 

tisms, funerals, weddings, and the 

like? Is money expected of the mem- 

bers and, if so, why? 


Question: What jis the Lu- 


Answer: Such gratuities are to be 
viewed purely as voluntary gifts of ap- 
preciation to be accepted if the officiant 
is so inclined. Gratuities are not ex- 
pected or demanded. 

A Christian pastor is guided by 
Christ’s words: “Freely ye have re- 
ceived, freely give” (Matt. 10:8). The 
pastor’s congregation is in duty bound 
to provide adequately for his living 
(1 Cor. 9:6-14; Gal. 6:6; 1 Tim. 5:17, 
18), but he does not charge for his 
services. 

On the other hand, many church 
members, esteeming their pastors highly 
in love for their work’s sake (1 Thess. 
5:12, 13), wish to show their apprecia- 
tion for special services rendered. Such 
gifts may surely be accepted if they 
are made in a spirit of love and grati- 
tude, although some pastors, for rea- 
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sons of their own, may prefer to de- 
cline them. Members who feel no 
inclination to show such favors to their 


pastor should not be faulted. 
Christian pastor to tum 
| down the request to officiate 
at a funeral? Should he not serve 
whenever and wherever he is asked? 


Question: Is it right for a 


Answer: God neither prescribes nor 
forbids a burial service. It is in itself 
a neutral or indifferent matter. A Chris- 
tian burial, however, performed ac- 
cording to a Christian ritual, is a mark 
of honor. The honor is to be conferred 
on those who by the confession of their 
lips and lives gave evidence of the true 
Christian faith. As military authorities 
grant a military funeral only to those 
who served in the Armed Forces, so 
Christian honors should be granted only 
to faithful soldiers of Jesus Christ. 

Of nonbelievers Jesus bluntly says: 
“Let the dead bury their dead” (Luke 
9:60). For a Christian pastor to offi- 
ciate at the burial of one who rejected 
Christ is contradictory and improper, 
even though the service enables him 
to preach to the living. 

Ordinarily we officiate only at the 
funeral of members of our church or 
of sister churches if their pastor or 
church council approves (pastor’s ill- 
ness, vacancy, special requests). We 
may also serve at the burial of un- 
attached nonmembers who are attend- 
ing adult class, or whom we had under 
our spiritual care, or to whose Christian 
faith and character trustworthy people 
bear testimony. We may also grant 
Christian honors to those who, like 
the thief on the cross, turned to their 
Lord in their dying moments. 

Christian burial will do nothing for 
him who died in his sins. The time 
of grace is now, the day of salvation 
is today. O. E. SoHN 
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Cornerstone Laying of 
LLL Building May 25 


Dr. Arnold Grumm, First Vice-Pres- 
ident of The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod, will be the speaker at the 
cornerstone-laying ceremonies of the 
new LLL building on May 25. 

The $400,000 headquarters is now 
under construction at the corner of 
Hampton and Elizabeth Avenues in 
midtown St. Louis. 

The cornerstone will be laid by A. W. 
Herrmann, New Orleans, president of 
the 102,000-member organization. Rev. 
George W. Wittmer, pastoral adviser 
of the LLL and President of the West- 
ern District of Synod, will officiate. 

In addition to offices and mailing- 
room facilities, the two-story building 
will include a chapel and recording 
studio erected in memory of Dr. Wal- 
ter A. Maier, first Lutheran Hour 
speaker. 


Church Progressing in Alaska, 
Dr. Hoffmann Reports 


Synod is progressing in Alaska, 
Dr. Oswald Hoffmann reported after 
his return from a Lutheran Hour tour 
of the territory, in which he addressed 
numerous civilian and military audi- 
ences. During the March trip he also 
made 12 radio addresses and six tele- 
vision appearances. 

“Missouri Synod plans in Alaska in- 
clude the establishment of a new con- 
gregation and the building of a new 
church at Fairbanks, near several large 
military installations,”. the Lutheran 
Hour speaker noted. 

The 11-day flying tour of air bases, 
military outposts, and civilian groups 
was arranged by Chaplain (Col.) Martin 
C. Poch, Missouri Synod clergyman, 
who is headquarters chaplain of the 
Alaska Air Command. 


Dr. Oswald Hoffmann is flanked by Chaplain Poch, left, and Col. T. M. Weadock, 


The tour culminated in a Lutheran 
Hour rally in Anchorage, where Rev. 
Joseph Frenz is pastor of Anchorage 
Lutheran Church. E. Bak: 


Walther League’s Guide 
Hits 130,000 Mark 


Right now Walther League head- 
quarters has a runaway best seller on 
its hands. The Uniting Word, a daily 
Bible-reading and devotional guide for 
youth, was originally printed in a quan- 
tity of 100,000. This supply was ex- 
hausted by the middle of March. An 
additional print order of 30,000 was 
gone by the middle of April. 

Because funds allocated for this proj- 
ect were drained, league officials in- 
formed latecomers that they would 
have to wait for the 1959 edition, avail- 
able in December of this year. 

Here is concrete proof, league staff 
members feel, of youth’s interest in 
the Bible. Dozens of pastors have re- 
quested additional copies of The Unit- 
ing Word for distribution among their 
young people. They will read the Bible 
if they have a guide which disciplines 
them in their devotional life. 

Provided free through Synod’s pas- 
tors, The Uniting Word is jointly paid 
for by the Walther League and the 
Board for Young People’s Work. 


Youth Caravan Teams Selected 


This summer 25 three-member Youth 
Caravan teams will visit more than 275 
congregations in the U.S. and Canada. 

Caravan selections were made from 
120 applicants. As part of their train- 
ing program, the Youth Caravan teams 
take a two-month correspondence 
course, capped by a week’s session at 
Valparaiso University in June, before 
beginning their extensive summer jour- 
neys. Mati rah 


Commander of the Port of Whittier in Alaska. 
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LWML Editor Heads 


Braille Transcribers 


Because of her interest in helping the 
blind, Mrs. Mabel Warnke, editor in 
chief of the Lutheran Woman’s Quar- 
terly and the LWML’s contributing edi- 
tor to the WITNESS, was featured in the 
“Times Personalities” of the Des Plaines 
Suburban Times, Jan. 16, 1958. 

A Braille transcriber, Mrs. Warnke 
has for many years been punching out 
the symbols which 
enable blind persons 
to read religious lit- 
erature. 

“Now head of the 


Braille transcribing 
activities of The Lu- 
theran Church — 


Missouri Synod,” the 
Times reporter wrote, 
“she has the responsi- 
bility of co-ordinating 
and directing the work of Braille trans- 
cribers scattered throughout the United 
States, Canada, and Hawaii.” 

The LWML editor first learned 
Braille as a hobby, hand-transcribing 
religious material which was sent to 
Germany, where all religious Braille 
was destroyed during World War II. 

In 1953 she became chairman of the 
transcription committee of Synod’s 
Board for Missions to the Blind, which 
maintains a 130-book library for the 
blind in Germany. 

The 297 students now learning to 
transcribe Braille and 136 transcribers 
work under her supervision. 

Accuracy is a most important factor 
in writing Braille, Mrs. Warnke ex- 
plained, because ‘‘an incorrect or mis- 
placed dot can change a whole word.” 

Synod also has a lending library for 
the blind in St. Louis. Books are sent — 
to blind readers throughout the U. S. 
and foreign countries. 

The transcription committee provides 
Sunday school lessons. Ranging from 
kindergarten to Bible class, the materi- 
als are sent free to any blind child. 

Mrs. Warnke’s interests are not lim- 
ited to the blind; she also teaches in the 
Sunday school of Immanuel Church 
and heads the primary department. 

She is a charter member of the Des 
Plaines church’s women’s guild and 
served as its first president. 

Her husband, Albert Warnke, founder 
and president of All Spun Metal Prod- 
ucts, Inc., is a trustee of the congrega- 
tion and a member of its building com- 
mittee. Two Warnke daughters, Joyce 
and Lois, are active senior and junior 
Walther mt eee at Immanuel. Eunice, 
now Mrs. John Uidl, is a nurse. — Sub- 
mitted by Mrs. Arthur B. Preisinger, 
president of the LWML., 


Mabel Warnke 
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| power of prayer. 


The Mightiest Force 
In the World 


Prayer Sunday, May I1 


Thermonuclear “fission, atom or 
hydrogen bombs, ICBMs, IRBMs, and 
cosmic rays are mighty forces, to be 
sure, but none of these constitutes the 
mightiest force in the world. 

The mightiest forces are spiritual. 
The Gospel of Christ, for example, is 
the power of God unto salvation. Other 


powerful forces are faith, hope, love, 


and the vital breath of every Christian’s 
life — prayer. 

Through prayer, the Christian har- 
nesses the divine powers of heaven, 


which, coupled with his feeble efforts, 


can accomplish the seemingly impossi- 
ble. Prayer brings the Spirit’s benedic- 
tion upon our work. Without prayer 
and the consequent blessing of the Holy 
Spirit, our best efforts are doomed to 
ultimate failure. 


The Gospels record that Jesus spent 
a considerable portion of His three- 
year public ministry in prayer. He 
prayed in the homes He visited, in the 
synogogs, and in the temple. The sea- 
shore, the desert wilderness, the moun- 
taintop, the Garden of Gethsemane, 
and even the cross became His prayer 
sanctuaries. Our Savior spent whole 
nights in prayer. 

If the eternal Son of God was in 
constant communion with the Father 
in heaven, how much more should we 
—sinners that we are — fellowship 
with God through prayer! 


The Bible profusely illustrates the 
Prayer has divided 
seas, rolled up rivers, quenched flames 
of fire, muzzled lions, disarmed vipers 
and nullified the effects of their poisons, 
arrested the rapid race of the sun, burst 
asunder gates of iron, recalled souls 
from the portals of eternity, conquered 
devils, bridled and changed the raging 


passions of men, and destroyed armies 


of proud, daring atheists. 

Prayer has brought one man from 
the bottom of the sea and carried an- 
other man to heaven in a chariot of 
fire. We may well ask: What has 
prayer not done? 


If in this present crisis-fraught day 
we could marshal a praying army of 
10,000,000 American Christians, the 
blessings for the benefit of mankind and 
the expansion of Christ’s kingdom 
would, under God, be inestimable. 

Prayer is power. Practice it, in Jesus’ 
name, unceasingly. 

Aucust W. BRUSTAT 


Scarsdale, N. Y. 
MAY 6, 1958 


Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — synodical 
policies, practices, customs, issues of the day, and so forth. Opinions expressed in 
Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WITNEss or of Synod. The Editors 
reserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. The debates will 
be terminated at the discretion of the Editors. 


God’s Borrowed Money 


The demand for pastors and teach- 
ers begins at the cross, Joseph’s Garden, 
and the Mount of Olives. We Christians 
look up to the Savior’s cross and say, 
“He loved me and gave Himself for 
me.” We peer into His empty tomb, 
our hearts rejoice, and we say, “He rose 
that I might never die!” We listen to 
His great commission, and in loyal 
obedience we try to “go into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature.” 

How do we go about our business? 
We start missions —in part with bor- 
rowed money. We open new schools 
— in part with borrowed money. We 
expand our schools —in part with 
borrowed money. Our congregations 
grow in number. We have Preaching- 
Teaching-Reaching missions. More 
members! Another pastor needed! We 
build another parsonage. We borrow 
some money to build it. 

Why do we do this? Our living Lord 
has given us a job to do. But with 
borrowed money? Well, isn’t borrowed 
money still God’s money? Should we 
not use wisely that which is His in His 
work? 

At the level of demand for pastors 
and teachers we work with some bor- 
rowed money. In fact, we help to create 
the demand with borrowed money. Why 
do we hesitate to use some of God’s 
“borrowed money” at the level of sup- 
ply? How can we expect to supply the 
demand on a “cash-on-the-barrelhead” 
basis? We are inviting a log jam. Two 
conflicting principles at work in the 
same operation can only lead to con- 
flicting results. 

We are recruiting top-flight young 
men and women for full-time church 
service to fill pulpits and classrooms 
which have been built in part with bor- 
rowed money. We are expecting to train 
these young men and women in col- 
leges and seminaries which are not be- 
ing expanded in the same way. Result? 
Many more applicants — just a little 
more space — graver shortage. 

Why are we hesitating to-use God's 
“borrowed money” to supply the de- 
mand? Why are we so fearful? Why 
are we not seizing the future with cour- 
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age when our living Lord is encourag- 
ing us with such abundant blessings? 

Are we, as one of God’s great preach- 
ers once said, defending our “conser- 
vatism” and inconsistency by employing 
‘‘a common sense which clings only to 
figures which are but shadows, and for- 
gets that we have an almighty Helper 
and Friend at our sides?” 

Thank God that we have such a de- 
mand for workers! Praise God for such 
a “problem”! Pray God for more well- 
endowed applicants for service in the 
church and recruit them! But then let’s 
make possible a much higher level of 
supply by a rapid expansion of our 
facilities for the preparation of pastors 
and teachers! And let’s not hesitate to 
use “God’s Borrowed Money” to do it! 

MARTIN L. KOEHNEKE 

River Forest, Il. 


Should Pastors Preach Money? 


Should a pastor use his pulpit to dis- 
cuss money matters of the congrega- 
tion or of Synod? Some will say, Yes, 
why not? Others will say, No. 

Who is right? 

Some of our older Lutheran theo- 
logians opposed the practice for - the 
following reasons: 

1. Members of the congregation 
come to hear the Word of God. 

2. Members who do not support 
their church and Synod are not present. 

3. Members who do their duty are 
offended. 

4. Visitors get a wrong picture of 
the congregation. 

5. Money matters should be dis- 
cussed in the business meetings of the 
congregation, not from the pulpit. 

One Sunday morning a distinguished 
visitor introduced himself to a certain 
pastor. 

“Sir,” the visitor said,, “I came to 
your church to hear God’s Word. What 
you delivered was a political speech, 
not a sermon. That kind of speech I 
can hear without going to church. My 
dear pastor, do what God has com- 
manded: preach His Word and nothing 
else from your pulpit.” 

This is a lesson for us all. 

J. B. BERNTHAL 

South Milwaukee, Wis. 
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No, Marriage Is Not a Sacrament! 


The Roman Catholics Say: 


“The ceremony of Christian marriage 
is not mentioned in the Bible... . But 
the New Testament mentions Christian 
marriage and the Catholic Church 
teaches that it is a Sacrament. 


“When we examine the teachings of 
Jesus Christ on marriage, it is clear 
that it was His intention to elevate it 
from the sad state into which it had 
fallen in the world at large and among 
the Jews. . He plainly considered 
marriage to be sacred, since it is God 
Who joins the married couple. St. Paul 
adds that it is sacred for a most sub- 
lime reason. 


“The principal point which St. Paul 
stressed in writing to the Ephesians 
(5:21-33), is that, since the coming and 
death of Christ, Christian marriage is 
something different than marriage was 
before. The union of husband and wife 


To call marriage a “sacrament” 
seems to give matrimony a high and 
holy recognition. To say that “Christ 
made marriage a sacrament” seems 
to heighten that recognition. Mar- 
riage is holy; it is a sacred union. 
God blessed it in Eden, and the Sav- 
ior sanctified it at Cana. 

It is not true, however, that Christ 
made matrimony a sacrament, as the 
caption on a K. of C. ad reads. 
“Your Bible, it is true,” the ad ad- 


mits, “may not use the word ‘Sacra- 
ment’ in its references to matri- 
mony.” 


Nowhere does the Bible say that 
marriage is a sacrament, as is evident 
also from the preceding statement. 

Neither Christ nor Paul nor Peter, 
but the Roman Church made mar- 
riage a sacrament. 

When Paul made the love of 
Christ for His church a pattern for 
the love of a man toward his wife, 
he did not say or “indicate” that 
marriage is a means of grace and 
therefore a sacrament (Ephesians 5). 

A believing spouse may bring the 
other to faith by the grace of God, 
but this does not make marriage 
a sacrament (1 Corinthians 7). 
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Comment 


is now similar to and should be modeled 
after the union between Christ and 
His Church. .. 

“To a quotation from Genesis... 
St. Paul adds the following reflection: 
‘This is a great mystery; I mean in 
reference to Christ and the Church.’ 
He does not state that the rite of Chris- 
tian marriage is a Sacrament, but he 
indicates that . . . the marriage union 
is a title to the assistance of the grace 
of Christ and the Holy Spirit to make 
it holy. 

“According to St. Paul, Christian 
marriage has a significant character. 
It signifies the union between Christ 
and His Church. This is the 
Scriptural basis for the teaching of the 
Catholic Church that Christian mar- 
riage is a Sacrament.” 


“Seven Sacraments, No More . . . No Less,” 
p. 24 in Let Us Judge Catholics by the Bible, 
No. 28, K. of C. Religious Information Bureau, 
St. Louis. Italics added. 


To regard marriage as sacred does 
not make it a sacrament. Paul does 
not say, nor does he “indicate” in 
any way, that marriage gives a sac- 
ramental grace of God. 

We object to misleading state- 
ments which imply that the sacred- 
ness of marriage is upheld only when 
it is regarded as a sacrament. Mar- 
riage is sacred to Lutherans and 
other Protestants too! 

“But the New Testament men- 
tions Christian marriage, and the 
Catholic Church teaches that it is 
a sacrament.” The Roman Church 
has spoken! It’s this church, not 
Christ, that calls marriage a sacra- 
ment. 

For this reason, too, we reject the 
Ne Temere decree of Piux X, which 
became effective on Easter Sunday, 
April 19, 1908: “Only those mar- 
riages are valid which are contracted 
before the parish priest or the local 
ordinary or a priest designated by 
either of them, and at least two wit- 
nesses.” (Canon 1904) 

This decree rests on the fallacy 
that marriage is a sacrament, valid 
only if performed by a validly or- 
dained priest. Car S. MEYER 
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IN MEMORIAM. 


Julius A. Friedrich 
1862—1958 


Julius A. Friedrich, 96, the oldest! 
alumnus of our Concordia Seminary in | 
St. Louis, died on April 14 in Deacon-- 
ess Hospital, St. Louis, after a five-- 
week illness. 

Born January 12, 1862, in Hunting- 
ton, Ind., he was one of six children of ' 
Rev. and Mrs. Edward J. Friedrich. 

He studied at Concordia College, 
Fort Wayne, Ind., and the St. Louis 
seminary. After his graduation in 1887 
he became pastor of First Lutheran 
Church, Chattanoo- __ 
ga, Tenn. In August 
of that year he mar- 
ried Bertha Schick 
of Fort Wayne. Of 
their eleven children 


nine survive. Mrs. 

Friedrich died in 

Iowa City, Iowa, 

1937. 

In 1892 Julius 7 4. Friedrich 
Friedrich became 


the pastor of First Lutheran Church, 
Knoxville, Tenn., where he remained 
until 1901. He served Immanuel Lu- 
theran Church, St. Charles, Mo., until 
1923, when he began a six-month re- 
tirement in St. Louis. 

In 1924, after serving Trinity 
Church, Creighton, Mo., he became 
campus pastor at the State University 
of Iowa, lowa City. For 18 years he 
ministered to the students at the uni- 
versity and also served as chaplain at 
various Iowa State hospitals. 

After the death of his wife he re- 
tired from the active ministry and lived 
with his daughter and son-in-law, Mr. 
and Mrs. Marvin L. Duffal, St. Louis. 

Synod in 1912 chose Pastor Friedrich 
to be its first Director of Missions. He 
spent the following year in India, in- 
specting mission operations there. 

In 1952, when he was 90, the faculty 
of the St. Louis seminary conferred on 
him the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Divinity. Dr. Friedrich was a regular 
contributor to the Lutheraner and the~ 
WITNEss. His poem Heimweh appeared 
in the April 22 issue. 

He cherished the memory of visiting 
Dr. C. F. W. Walther during his termi- 
nal illness and of the last seminary di- 
ploma signed in his hand. 

Funeral services were conducted — 
April 17 by Rey. Paul H. Hansen in 
St. John’s Church. Rev. George W. 
Wittmer represented Synod, the Dis- 
trict, and the Seminary. Dr. Frederic 
Niedner read the committal rites in 
St. Charles, Mo. 

Surviving Dr. Friedrich are four 
sons: Dr. E. J., Wheat Ridge, Colo.; 
Dr. W. G. Valparaiso, Ind.; Edgar J., 
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Burbank, Calif.; and Paul, St. Louis; 
jand five daughters: Mrs. M. L. Duffal 
jand Mrs. W. W. Gnuse, St. Louis; Mrs. 
A. J. Weber, Louisville, Ill.; Mrs. Paul 
§Ludwig, Navasota, Tex.; Dr. Ruth 
Friedrich, Topeka, Kans.; a brother, 
§Theodore Fischer, Woodstock, Ill.; a 
sister, Mrs. Eleanor Klein, Los Angeles, 
§Calif.; 20 grandchildren, and 19 great- 
} grandchildren. 

Dr. Friedrich was, so far as we know, 
the last connecting link between our 
present ministry and our fathers, who 
emigrated in 1839 and founded the 
Missouri Synod in 1847. He was the 
last living pastor to study under 
Dr. Walther, who died May 7, 1887. 

Since the arrival of the Saxon im- 
migrants 119 years have passed. 

Unforgettable to many is the in- 
spiring address the deceased delivered 
in our seminary auditorium after he 
received his honorary degree, an ad- 
dress which was tape-recorded and also 
printed in the WITNEss. 

His body now rests peacefully, await- 
ing the great Day of Resurrection. May 
we long cherish his memory. 


O. E. SoHN 


Books 


The Times Test the Church. By Frederick 
K. Wentz. Muhlenberg Press, Phila- 
delphia. $1.95. 


This brief but clear and adequate study 
of the Christian faith and church in re- 
lation to its world and our own nation is 
sober and stimulating. The author feels 
that good and evil exist side by side 
throughout history, that in current Amer- 
‘ica with its “religious revival’ much is 
encouraging, but that there is also a “pe- 
riod of sifting’ under way, putting true 
faith to the test. 

RICHARD R. CAEMMERER 


Have We No Right? By Mabel William- 
son. Moody Press, 1957, Chicago. 
126 pages. Paper. $ .35. 


“The missionary has to give up having 
his own way. He has to give up having 
any rights. He has, in the words of Jesus, 
to ‘deny himself.’ He just has to give up 
himself,” page 9. 

_Christians who support missionaries, 
who would like to be missionaries, or 
who are missionaries will profit from 
reading this slender book on basic mission- 
ary attitudes. 

_ The chapter on “The Right to Run 

Things” is worth the price of the book. 
Bearing the hallmark of experience both 
bitter and blessed, it tells how to plant 
an indigenous church. W. J. DANKER 


Luther in Protestantism Today. By Merle 
William Boyer. Association Press, 
1958, New York. 188 pages. Cloth. 
$3.50. 

Dr. Boyer has written an interpretation 
of Luther and Lutheranism rather than 
a history. He addresses those outside the 
church who are not ready to admit the 
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extensive influence of Luther, and those 
within the church who are indifferent to, 
or ignorant of, that influence. It is a 
“pragmatic” study, to use the author’s 
own evaluation. There is much in the 
work te commend it, although there are 
some flaws of judgment and a few mis- 
statements of fact. “The central problem 
of Protestant thought and life,” the author 
says, p. 164, “is the problem of how to 
affirm the centrality of the inward victory 
provided by the gospel for all men and 
yet at the same time how to demonstrate 
the relevancy of this victory for the nec- 
essary phases of adjustment in all areas 
Olelitces Cari S. MEYER 


The Story of Life. By Ellis W. Whiting. 
Hammond Publishing Co., Milwaukee. 
50 pages. $1.00. 


Many parents are looking for a booklet 
like this. It gives brief, simple, straight- 
forward answers to the questions about 
sex and life which children normally ask. 
Reverently written, it elevates the child’s 
thinking to God and His plan of creating 
new life. Parts may be read to children 
as young as five or six, making allowances 
for age and comprehension, although it 
would be better for the parent to study the 
answer and tell it in his or her own words. 
The booklet is in its 24th printing, ample 
evidence of its value to parents. 


Books for Children 


The following books have been reviewed 
by a committee of the Young People’s 
Literature Board, The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod, and are available through 
Concordia Publishing House. 


The Birthday Party. By Ruth Krauss. 
Illus. by Maurice Sendak. Harper, 
1957. 29 pages. Paper, $1.50; cloth, 
$2.00. Ages 3—5. 


David had been to the beach, woods, 
corner, but never to a birthday party. 
When he walked into the seemingly de- 
serted dining room, he was surprised with 
a birthday party. Simple text and amusing 
drawings will delight the young child. 


Picture Book Parade. Morton Schindel, 
producer. Iconographic motion pic- 
tures. Original music by Arthur 
Kleiner. Weston Woods _ Studios, 
Weston, Conn. Ages 3—10. 


A new departure in the adaptation of 
picture books has been made in a series of 
films with the over-all title “Picture Book 
Parade.” The series “transfers the artistic 
and dramatic qualities from the printed 
page to the more dynamic medium of 
film,” says the New York Herald Tribune. 

The films leave pictures and text un- 
changed. Books are brought to life by the 
stories’ spoken texts, sound effects, music 
scores, and skilled camera work. The 
characters in the films are neither cartoons 
nor puppets; they are the artists’ original 
creations, the movement being the action 
in the drawings and the movement of the 
camera. The storyteller’s voice does not 
achieve dramatics by overemphasis. 

These motion pictures should be in 
every primary-grade schoolroom, from 
which the Lutheran Parent-Teacher League 
will borrow them more than once. 

Prices of the films, in color — none 
longer than eleven minutes’ running time 
—range from $50 to $100. Rental fees 
for one day’s showing range from $3.00 
to $5.00. Preview prints are available free 
of charge to prospective purchasers. 
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The titles now available are the fol- 
lowing: 
Jenny’s Birthday Book. By Esther Averill. 
Illus. by the author. Harper, 1954. 


Georgie. By Robert Bright. Illus. by the 
author. Doubleday, 1944. 


Stone Soup. By Marcia Brown. Illus. by 
the author. Scribner’s, 1947. 


Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel. 
Virginia Burton. Illus. by the author. 
Houghton, 1939. 


Andy and the Lion. James Daugherty. 
Illus. by the author. Viking, 1938. 


The Story About Ping. Marjorie Flack and 
Kurt Wiese. Illus. by the authors. 
Viking, 1933. 


Millions of Cats. Wanda Gag. Illus. by 
the author. Coward-McCann, 1928. 


Hercules. Hardie Gramatky. Illus. by the 
author. Putnam, 1940. 


Lentil. Robert McCloskey. 
author. Viking, 1940. 


Make Way for Ducklings. 
McCloskey. Illus. 
Viking, 1941. 

The Red Carpet. By Rex Parkin. Illus. by 
the author. Macmillan, 1948. 


The Circus Baby. By Maud and Miska 
Petersham. Illus. by the authors. 
Macmillan, 1950. 


The Little Red Lighthouse and the Great 
Gray Bridge. By Hildegarde H. Swift 
and Lynd Ward. Illus. by the authors. 
Harcourt, 1942. 


The Camel Who Took a Walk. By Jack 
Tworkov. Illus. by Roger Duvoisin. 
Aladdin, 1951. 


Deaths 


WALTER J. BAESE, Sept. 12, 1899, Mil- 
waukee, Wis., to March 31, 1958, Beloit, 
Wis.; son of Ernst and Emma Roemer 
Baese; graduated St. Louis seminary, 1922: 
parishes: Lyons, Tex.; Quincy and Adams, 
Wis.; Poy Sippi, Wis.; Beloit, Wis., 1944 
until his death. Survivors: Elsa Thrumm 
Baese; sons Rev. James and David; daugh- 
ters Elsa Heller, Viola Wolter, and Martha 
Clark. Funeral: April 5, Beloit; interment, 
Eastlawn Cemetery. 


Illus. by the 


By Robert 
by the author. 


WILLIAM E. Georct, April 26, 1870, 
Zwickau, Saxony, Germany, to Feb. 14, 
1958, Fort Wayne, Ind.; son of Wilhelm 
and Anna Bauer Georgi; graduated Saint 
Louis seminary, 1892; parishes: Auburn- 
dale, Wis.; Dorchester, Wis.; Fenton, Iowa; 
and Woodburn, Ind., 1905 to 1929, when 
he retired. Survivors: Anna Forbriger 
Georgi; sons Theodore, Martin, Gerhard, 
Johannes, and Bernhard; daughters Mar- 
garet Schultz and Gabriele Franke. Fu- 
neral: Feb. 17, Fort Wayne; interment, 
Concordia Cemetery. 


Otto F. GRAEBNER, Sept. 26, 1891, 
St. Louis, Mo., to April 10, 1958, Carroll- 
ton, Mo.; son of August and Anna Schaller 
Graebner; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1914; parishes: Memphis, Tenn.; Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.; Carrollton, Mo., 1925 until 
his retirement in 1958. Survivors: Evelyn 
Hill Graebner; son Lawrence; daughters 
Helen Oldham, Virginia Flakne, Esther 
Johnston, Sylvia Kavadas. Funeral: April 
13, Carrollton; interment, Carrollton. 
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Otto K. Gragsser, April 10, 1895, 
New York, N. Y., to Feb. 24, 1958, Val- 
paraiso, Ind.; son of Otto and Elizabeth 
Kramer Graesser; graduated St. Louis sem- 
inary, 1917; parishes: Maspeth, N. Y.; 
Holbrook and Sayville, N. Y.; Lapeer and 
Kings Mills, Mich., 1927 to 1955, when 
he retired. Survivors: Adele Lohenstein 
Graesser; sons Otto and Paul; daughter 
Adele Winekoff. Funeral: Feb. 28, Flint, 
Mich.; interment, Detroit. 


Hits F. HAct, Sept. 1, 1916, Wanatah, 
Ind., to April 13, 1958, Rockwell City, 
Iowa; son of James and Ida Grieger Hall; 
graduated St. Louis seminary, 1941; par- 
ishes: Lowell, Ind.; Burlington, Ohio; 
Rockwell City, Iowa, 1957 until his death. 
Survivors: Ruth Haviland Hall; son Tim- 
othy; daughters Eunice and Lois. Funeral: 
April 16, Rockwell City. 


WALTER F. OBERMEYER, Sept. 1, 1889, 
St. Louis, to March 17, 1958, St. Louis: 
son of Rev. Charles and Katharine Appich 
Obermeyer; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1911; parishes: Granite City, Ill.; Balti- 
more, Md. (St. Paul’s and Nazareth); De- 
catur, Ill., 1925—43; institutional chaplain, 
Peoria, Ill., 1943—49; St. Louis, 1949 until 
his death. Survivors: Minnie Mohl Ober- 
meyer; sons Dr. Charles, Walter, Dr. Ar- 
thur; daughter Norma Graebner. Funeral: 


March 20, St. Louis; interment, New 
Bethlehem. 
RICHARD T. ROHLFING. Nov. 2. 1896, 


Alma, Mo., to April 13, 1958, River Forest; 
son of Rev. Frederick and Marie Bruegge- 
mann Rohlfing; graduated St. Louis sem- 
inary, 1921; B. Mus., VanderCook School 
of Music, Chicago, 1934; M. Mus., North- 
western University, Evanston, 1937; pastor, 
Townsend, Wis.; instructor, Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest, 1921—23; 
associate professor, 1925 until his death; 
director, concert band, 1925—50; chair- 
man, Division of Music, 1947—53. Sur- 
vivors: Johanna Doenges Rohlfing; sons 
Richard, Harold, and John. Funeral: 
April 16, River Forest. 


ALBERT H. WESSLING, Sept. 18, 1890, 
St. Helena, Calif., to March 17, 1958, San 
Leandro; son of Albert and Julia Jacobsen 
Wessling; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1917; parishes: Tracy-Vernalis, Calif.; 
Lodi, Calif., 1919-30; professor at Cal- 
ifornia Concordia College, 1930 until his 
death; served as vacancy pastor of area 
churches; pastoral adviser, Lutheran stu- 
dents at the University of California’s 
Berkeley campus. Survivors: Antonia Ohm 
Wessling; sons Rev. Edward and Warren. 
pose: San Leandro; interment, Tracy, 

alif. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


Installed: FaSnons 
Brandt, Lawrence W., Luther Memorial, 
Shorewood, Wis., by Walter C. Meyer, 


Feb. 9. 
Fricke, Robert W., Trinity, Atchison, Kans., 
by E. H. Wilms, March 23. 


Gehlhar, Philip, missionary at (Parkville) 
Kansas City, Mo., by C. Pardieck, 
Oct. 13, 1957. 


Tex., by E. G. Neunaber, March 16. 

Lawrenz, Ronald H., (add’l charge) Zion, 
New Holland, Ill., by Pres. Alvin W. Muel- 
ler, March 16. 
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Littmann, Paul G., Pilgrim, Baltimore, Md., 
by Robert L. Landeck, March 16. 

Mette, Albert H., St. Paul, Venango, Nebr., by 
G. H. Koslowske, March 9. 


Nuelken, Elbert, Ascension, Birmingham, 
Mich., by Richard C. Stueckmeyer, March 23. 
Querbach, Carl W., assistant, St. Mark_ the 


Evangelist, St. Clair Shores, Mich., by E. N. 
Schulte, March 16. 
Schultz, Frank J., St. John, Hubbell, St. Paul, 
Laurium, Mich., by W. E. Maas, March 16. 
Wennerstrom, Robert, Faith, (Lake Delta) 
Rome, N. Y., by Paul A. Boriack, March 23. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Gustav Gehlhar, formerly pastor of 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Napa, Calif., has 
been suspended from the ministry of The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod. — ArTHUR 
C. Nirz, President, California and Nevada Dis- 
trict. 


Harold A. Trzynka of Columbus, Ohio, who 
has studied at Springfield, Ill., and will be 
graduated from the Evangelical Lutheran 
Theological Seminary of Capital University, 
Columbus, in June, is herewith asking for the 
privilege of a colloquy to join the clergy of 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod and 
is herewith recommended for a colloquy. — 
Orromar KrvueEGER, President, Central District. 


Pastors A. A. Krause (Witness, Feb. 11, 
1958), Oscar Gnadenteich (Witness, April 29, 
1952), Edwards Kergis (WutTNEss, June 23, 
1953), and Janis Praulins (Witness, Nov. 19, 
1957), having met all requirements for a col- 
loquy, are herewith declared eligible for 
a call. — THE COMMITTEE ON COLLOQUIES, 
Herman A. Harms, Chairman. 


Nominations for 
Two Associate Professorships 
Concordia Seminary 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Homiletics and Evangelism 


Riedel, Rev. Robert, Brooklyn, N. Y., by Em- 
maus, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Roth, Rev. Donald J., Fredericktown, Mo.: 
St. Stephen’s, St. Paul, Minn. 

Stuenkel, Rev. Omar, Portland, Oreg.: Holy 
Cross, Portland, Oreg. 

Vincent, Rev. Arthur, St. Louis: Zion, Dallas, 
Tex.; Concordia, Maplewood, Mo.; Grace, 
Oklahoma City, Okla.; Trinity, Hanceville, 
Al 


a. 
Waech, Rev. O. A., St. Louis: Calvary, Port- 
land, Oreg. 


Pastoral Theology and Counseling 


Breimeier, Rev. Kenneth, St. Louis: Concor- 
dia, Maplewood, Mo.; Grace, River Forest, 
Ill.; Bethel, University City, Mo. 

Korby, Rev. Kenneth, Medford, Oreg.: Holy 
Sacraments, Portland, Oreg. 


Riedel, Rev. Robert, Brooklyn, N.Y.: Em- 
maus, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Steiner, Rev. Luther P., Whittier, Calif.: 


St. John, Montebello, Calif.; Trinity, Bloom- 
ington, Ill. 

Wangerin, Rev. Arnold T., Denver, Colo.: 
St. John, Montebello, Calif. 

Zimmermann, Rev. H. E., Effingham, IIL: 
St. Paul, Sigel, Ill. 


Additional recommendations and statements 
of qualifications of any of these nominees 
(but not new nominations) or objections to 
any nominee, with reasons therefor, must be 
filed with the undersigned before the time 
fixed for the election, which will be held the 
week of June 1 or soon thereafter. — FREDERIC 
Niepner, Secretary, Board of Control. 


Calls Accepted and Declined 


The Board of Control of Concordia Senior 
College, Fort Wayne, Ind., announces: 


Calls and appointments accepted: 


Dr. Eric C. Malte, Pittsburgh, Pa., associate 
professor, Department of Classical Languages; 

Rev. Paul Schroeder, assistant professor, 
Department of History; 

Delbert Hiller, instructor, Department of 
Hebrew; 

Herbert Spomer, instructor, Department of 
Hebrew. 


Calls declined: 


Rev. Paul Huchthausen, associate professor, 
Department of Religion; 
_ Prof. Oliver C. Rupprecht, associate pro- 
fessor, Department of English; 

Rev. Paul Gabbert, associate professor, De- 
perny of Sociology.—C. E. Autnicx, Sec- 
retary. 
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District Convention 


The Kansas District Convention will be held 
at Hotel Broadview, Wichita, Kans., instead 
of St. John’s College, Winfield. The date is, 
from 2 P.M. Monday, August 18, to Thursday 
noon, August 21, instead of Monday evening 
to Friday noon.—W. H. Meyer, President,’ 
Kansas District. 


Notice 


Anyone knowing of Lutherans in the vi- 
cinity of Jasper, Kirbyville, and Newton, Tex, | 
please inform Rev. DewytH D. Betrz, 1005) 
Atkinson Dr., Lufkin, Tex., or Mrs. THomas 
R. Jones, 213 Eleanor St., Jasper, Tex. 


Wanted 


Communion ware, by mission. — CuHRrIST I 
LuTHERAN CHURCH, H. F. Trepagnier, Jr., Re- - 
cording Secretary, 4125 Azalea Dr., Jackson 6, , 
Miss. 


Used pews and floor-type candelabra ass 
donations to mission. —St. LuKr’s LUTHERAN { 
CuurcH, Rev. Wilfred L. Ziekert, 317 S. Mc- - 
Kinley Ave., Rensselaer, Ind. 


Used electric organ for small congregation, , 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Mena, Ark. Send! 
information to Louis Amen, Trails End, Cove, , 
Ark. 


Used small-size chairs for Sunday school | 
children. — Hoty Cross LuTHERAN CHURCH, , 
Rev. Herbert H. Graupner, 101 Elm St., Flush- - 
ing, Mich. 


Available 


Nineteen solid-oak pews, 8’ 914’’, and four > 
pews, 6’ 914’; 24 theater chairs (to be fast- : 
ened to floor). — St. JoHn’s LUTHERAN CHURCH, , 
Rev. Reinhard Jagow, Fredonia, Wis. 


Without charge: used paraments, white : 
with gold emblems and fringe, for altar, lec- 
tern, and pulpit. Write: Mrs. Paut W. Win- 
KELMANN, Secretary, St. Paul’s Lutheran Altar : 
te 214 Sylvan Glen Dr., South Bend 15, 
Ind. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Bangert, Fred W., em., Box 346, Seward, 
Nebr. 

Brammeier, Marvin R., 17, Rockwood Close, 
Llandaff, Cardiff, Wales 

Brill, Kenneth C., R. 5, Stratford, Ont., Can- 


ada 
Gieschen, Theo. C., 1709 McClellan, Seat- 
tle 44, Wash. 


Harms, Chap. (Major) Erhard H., Hq. Ist 
Battle Group, 15th Inf. 3d Inf. Div., APO © 
139, New York, N. Y. | 

Hasz, Nicholas M., R.5, Marshfield, Wis. 

Heine, Ernest A., Caixa Postal 4939, Sao 
Paulo, Brazil 

Hippe, Adolf, 4368 Gladstone St., Vancouver 
12, B. C., Canada 

Kreitzer, David, 1007 Ninth St., Rock 
Springs, Wyo. 

Leese Robert J., 837 Dakota, Superior, 

ebr. 

Lehenbauer, Albert W., 5763 Vermillion 
Blvd., New Orleans 22, La. 

Pallmeyer, Paul H., 135 Madison St., Hart= 
ford 6, Conn. i 

Schaus, Chap. Gerald N., R.C.N., HMCS 
Bonaventure, FMO, Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
Canada } 

Seide, Frederico, Caixa Postal 495, Victoria, 
Espirito Santo, Brazil 

Stein, Frederick C., Box 302, Concordia, Mo. 

Vogt, Myron P., Pleasant Dale, Nebr. 

Zschiegner, Max, Tokyo Lutheran Center, — 
16—1 Chome, Fujimicho, Chiyoda-ku, — 
Tokyo, Japan 


Teachers: 


Duensing, Elden F., 81 Shirley Blvd., Cran= | 
ston 10, R. I. @ 
ie ae Kermit, R.1, Box 212, Roselle, — 


Notice 


Articles, church news, 


announce-~ 


ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 

tion in the Lurureran Witness, books 

for review, and general correspondence 

should be addressed to the WutTNEss 

a 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 
, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS — 


Fi 


DARREL 


(Continued from page 2) 


Darrel and his parents never doubted 
he Savior’s love. They not only knew 
t, but during his illness-they also wit- 
nessed constantly to this truth. 

His attending physician was im- 
ressed by the courage and faith of the 
arents during Darrel’s sickness. “Only 
he power of God and their faith and 
rust in Him could account for their 
upernatural strength,” he said. 

As Darrel’s pastor I, too, can say that 
never heard a word of complaint from 
ither the parents or Darrel. 

The following excerpt appeared 
under the heading “God Has Called 
cittle Darrel,” in the monthly paper of 
st. Mary’s Hospital: 

“Those who heard Darrel and his 

other say their prayers realized that 
e€ was always close to God. 

“There is not a single employee of 
St. Mary’s Hospital who cannot say his 
or her life has not been made a little 
icher by our association with Darrel. 

e should thank God that we have 
had the privilege of being among the 
chosen friends and acquaintances dur- 
ing his short four years here on earth.” 

Yes, Darrel is missed. “We are happy 
Jesus wanted our son, but we miss him 
so,” his mother said after the funeral. 

God blessed the Bridges with a 
daughter on December 1. On Decem- 
ber 22 she was baptized. Sharrel Susan 
was the name Darrel had chosen. 

In your neighborhood there may be 
a Darrel Bridges who needs to be 
brought to Jesus. Can you with the 


Holy Spirit’s help reach that child for 
Christ today? Accident or illness may 
strike that child tomorrow. 

“Jesus loves me, this I know!” But 
He also loves all children and adults 
in my neighborhood, my city, my coun- 
try, my world. 


LAYMEN FROM FOX VALLEY, NORTHERN ILLINOIS, plan the Third An- 


Letters 


Objections Overruled 


Mrs. Flint’s letter (April 8, 1958, Wrr- 
NESS, p. 23) regarding confirmation in- 
structions expresses thoughts which occur 
to other Lutheran parents. 

Perhaps she speaks for herself when she 
mentions “the tears and anguish of .. . 
memory work” and “It’s enough to make 
them afraid — for the rest of their lives — 
to stand before the public and speak.” 
The tears, anguish, and fear are basically 
her own concern. She underestimates the 
capacity and endurance of children. 

Read Life’s documented account of the 
work load carried by Russian children. 
Their children can take it. Ours had 
better. Thank God that the “Lutheran 
load” includes two years of instruction 
concerning Christ, not Lenin. 


RoBeErT A. Davis 
Santa Monica, Calif. 


Parents might find much encouragement 
and help in attending confirmation instruc- 
tions with their children. 


Detroit Mrs. THOMAS BUDDAY 


We can never be too well informed. 
Building our life on the Bible is the best 
foundation we can have. Studying the 
Catechism and Bible verses gives our chil- 
dren a precious possession which no one 
can ever take away from them. 


Mrs. HARLIN MCKAIN 
Miltonville, Kans. 


Everyone should be able to stand up — 
anywhere — and be able to say what he 
believes and why he believes it. 

Mrs. GERALD L. KAMPRATH 

Lincoln, Nebr. 


We retain only about 18% of the things 
we memorize — if we do not use them in 
the next six months — and we forget most 
of the other 82%. However, conscientious 
parental prodding to keep confirmed teen- 
agers in Bible class every Sunday — de- 
spite Saturday-night activities — will keep 
the memory work in use, that it can be 
called forth in later life. 


(REv.) DONALD R. ORTNER 
Holt, Mich. 


nual Lutheran Children’s Choir Festival. On May 18 the committee expects an 
audience of 4,000 in the Field House at Crystal Lake, Ill., to hear the 500-children 
from 13 choirs sing compositions by Luther, Bach, Handel, and others, to brass 
instrumental, piano, and organ accompaniment. 

L.—rt.: Max Kuehnert, publicity; Eugene Gade, chairman, John Wohlfeil, music; Lester Barrett, 


treasurer; Leland Lueck, secretary; 


MAY 6, 1958 


Victor Freudenburg, 


Theodore Preuss, music. 


@i5) 


director; 


Letters to this department must be signed. Names 
will be withheld upon request. The opinions ex- 
pressed are not necessarily those of the Editors. 
who may reject, print in full, or omit matter noi 
pertinent. 


If confirmation instructions are an ordeal 
for parents, they pass it on to the children. 
My mother spent hours studying the Bible 
with me when I was a girl, and I thank 
God that she had the patience. 


Reese, Mich. GERTRUDE KERN 


It was with a great deal of pride that 
we saw our oldest boy confirmed on Palm 
Sunday. To us it was one of the greatest 
blessings a child can receive. 


Mrs. GERALD JANTZ 
Wichita Falls, Tex. 


I am eternally grateful for daily instruc- 
tion in the Catechism, with emphasis on 
memory work (German and English). 
Never would I have endured what was my 
lot in life but for the Bible verses mem- 
orized many years ago. 


Illinois M. A. N. 


I think it is high time we do start 
“picking on our children.” Let us see just 
what we want our children’s goal in life 
to be. Is it a fine education, success spelled 
in high wages, walking among the socially 
prominent, or is it living a godly life, 
witnessing for Christ, and, above all, seek- 
ing eternal life? Are we parents putting 
first things first? ' 

Mrs. BLair D. MILLER 

Elmore, Ohio 


We are picking on our children by not 
teaching them more. Children will respect 
and appreciate their elders if the young- 
sters are taught Jesus’ way of life. 


Mrs. C. E. DuPots 
Bridgeport, Mich. 


Thank God that we are members of 
a church that believes in the Christian in- 
doctrination of youth. We who have grow- 
ing children face the same problems with 
school work and other activities. We par- 
ents should devote time to helping our 
children when help is needed. 

HERMAN JENTSCH 

Wichita Falls, Tex. 


Let Mother and Dad also study with their 
children when they memorize Bible verses 
and Lutheran hymns. 


Des Plaines, Ill. E. A. MEYER 


When my aunt, almost 90, was very sick 
and could not sleep during many and long 
nights, she recited Bible passages and sang 
hymns learned in her childhood. She sang 
all the verses of the hymns. These stayed 
with her, although in other things she had 
grown forgetful. 


Forest Park, Ill. 


“Feverish Effort” 


All of us Lutherans would like to see 
a large Church of the Reformation. How- 
ever, not all are concerned just how this 
is to be accomplished. Just now there is 
a feverish effort for union among the dif- 
ferent religious groups, including the Lu- 
theran bodies. 

We hope Synod will not get herself in 
some “entangling alliance” she might re- 
gret later. We would prefer to remain 
numerically small as a synod and not 
compromise our faith. 


Valparaiso, Ind. 


GERTRUDE BRAUER 


HARRY BUELOW 
3} 
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by Allan H. Jahsmann 
and Martin P. Simon 
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eal Uisits x “This is what Christian parents are looking e 
Lit | 6% for to lead their children daily to Jesus. x 
‘ me It is written in a simple style. Each devo- x 
5 tion (200 in all) is brief and to the point x 

on so that it holds the attention of even the XX 

6 . . x 

eee youngest. The simple questions that fol- ee 

5 low give the child added incentive to listen x 

ae, carefully and give the parents an oppor- oe 

sees tunity to talk over the matter with their ~ 

2% children. The prayers are such as a child 

aie would speak from his heart. ... . Families oe 

<x using this book will be rich indeed for x 

their little visits with God.”— Christian & 

oe Parent. es: 

So 304 pages. 134 illustrations by Francis x 

oe, Hook. Washable full-color cloth cover. eX 

<x< $3.00. Order No. 6W1055. <x 
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So Edited by Oscar Feucht oo 

ots “It is a thoroughly practical book, as it x 


“se seeks not only to set up ideals for the 
x family and the church, but to indicate 
Xe definite ways in which these two great 
oe institutions can develop within themselves 
2 and can help each other.” — W. Taliaferro 
Thompson. 

x xs 344 pages. Cloth. $3.50. Order No. 
So :15W1812. 
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SxS by Oswald Riess 


“As an aid to devotion this book has much 
to commend it. A Christian philosophy 
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x which is impregnated with sound doctrines 
ee is a happy combination. The author has 
OY good taste and spiritual perception. It is 
f ste profitable to one’s faith to read this book.” 
Res onsible Fa m il U i} 2 — Watchman Examiner. 
p HY UNnl sees 134 pages. Cloth. “$1.75. Order No. 
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aes by O. A. Geiseman ate 
2, “Dr. Geiseman has produced a b i Se 
s produced a book which o, 
How to Order x can enrich any Christian marriage, whether <3 
‘x it is one in early prospect or one of sev- & 
Order through your Church Office, Church a ret standing. . . . He has found sees 
. i S 
Pokk Diasloy: : i a middle ground for the treatment of his <x) 
isplay, or write your name and ad o subject which compromises neither frank- eee 
dress and send this whole page with your va res agrrraake: nor good taste. If a ques- xX 
2s tion is delicate, he does not dodge it, but ee 
check or money order to the address below. ~~ instead subjects it to a frontal attack with eee 
Please note: On all cash orders, add 5 cents xx all his formidable arsenal of common 
‘S sense and sound theology.” i sees 
for each dollar of your total purchase to ace Club pei atten xX 
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cover partial cost of postage. XK 584 pages. Cloth. $1.50. Order No. 8W1001. OOS 
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Build Stronger Homes” 


